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ADVERTISEMENT. 

These discounes were, in substance, preached to 
the congregation to which the Author ministers, about 
two months ago. He has been led to believe that the 
publication of them may, under the diyine blessing, be 
useful, by the opinion of several whom he highly es« 
teems, and a consideration of the present state of reli- 
gion in the churches. Instead of thinking that he has 
expressed himself too strongly in any of the exhortations 
he has tendered, he deeply feels, on reviewing the strain of 
the discourses, that he has spoken faintly and coldly, in 
comparison with what the vast importance of the duties 
inculcated deihands. It has not been attempted to pre- 
sent a full view of tlie various points which the subjects 
considered embrace, but simply to press a few leading 
topics of practical interest on the attention of the reader. 

April 2. 1829. 
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6 ON F£RS£V£BANCE 

tage of their Sovereign'^s clemency in the re- 
mission of punishment, but dare not wish, 
and cannot be admitted, to stand on terms 
of actual amity with him. In the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace, Grod has undertaken 
to make the rebels friends. He brings the 
fiur off nigh; he makes the sinful holy ; he 
invests them with the rights of heavenly 
citizenship ; he reinstates them in the pri- 
vil^es of his universal family ; he rejoices 
over them with joy ; and calls heaven to 
participate in the exultation of his kindness 
towards them — this, my Sony was dead^ 
a/nd is alive again ; he was lost, and is 
faimd. 

Among these privileges, the right of ap- 
proaching God with prayer holds a distiii- 
guished place. It peculiarly indicates the 
closeness and confidence of the relation 
which God establishes between himself and 
his redeemed. Because they are sons, 
God halh sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into their hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
The appointment of this medium of good 
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from 6t>d to his people is singularly ez- 
pressiye of the grace and liberality of his 
purpose towards them. When a benefac- 
tor has conferred upon us undeserved kind- 
ness, we cannot but acknowledge his claim 
to gratitude, even though our expectations 
should cease with what we have received, 
and further application be discouraged. But 
in what terms shall our sense of obligation be 
expressed, if he should invite us to ask what- 
ever our self-love can suggest for our own 
well-being; if he should even take such de- 
light in doing us good that our very solici- 
tations give him pleasure, and the impor- 
tunity of our petitions makes us the more 
welcome to his presence. Such is not the 
manner of man ; but it is the way of Him 
who is from everlasting to everlasting, who 
inhaBiteth eternity, whose thoughts are 
higher than our thoughts as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, and who yet dwells 
with him that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and the heart of the contrite one. 
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But prayer is not merely an illustration 
of the riches of divine mercy, and a source 
of immediate satisfaction in that intercourse 
with God of which it forms a part : it is a 
medium of substantial and invaluable be- 
nefit from the Giver of every good and 
perfect gift. To establish this latter truth, 
and especially to obviate some difiiculties 
by which our reliance upon it is apt to 
be shaken, shall be our object in the pre- 
sent discourse. And in entering on so ex- 
tensive a field, we shall as much as pos- 
sible study brevity, particularly in those 
parts of our subject which have a more ge- 
neral bearing, and are less closely connect- 
ed with the object of the discourses which 
follow. 

I. Your attention is requested, in* the 
first place, to the duty recommended in the 
text and the parable which it introduces, — 
that of perseverance and constancy in pray- 
er — that men ought always to pray^ and 
not to faint n 



I 
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Selftiiig aside at present die more compre- 
hemdye signification of prayer, according to 
wUch the word is applied to any solemn and 
aerioosaddress to the Deity, we shall consider 
it as referring spedaUy to the offering up of 
die desires of the heart to God. Thefirst es- 
sential of acceptable prayer is fiuith in Grod, 
without which it is impossible to please him. 
This fiuth is not merely the belief of the 
fiust of his existence, but supposes some 
just apprehension of his character and na- 
ture, along with the assurance, in particular, 
diat he is the hearer and answerer of prayer. 
In the case of our fallen race, it necessarily 
presupposes restoration to favour in the way 
which Gt>d has appointed, faith in the aton- 
ing death and justifying righteousness of 
Christ the Surety. Without this there is 
no acceptance for the persons of sinners, 
and therefore none for their petitions. It 
presupposes, consequently, the knowledge 
of the work of mercy, and personal reliance 
upon it for salvation ; and it implies a con- 
stant reference of ftith to that work, as the 

8 



10 ON PXBSEYXAAXCE 

only ground on which we request the fa- 
vours which God has taught us to desire. 
When the exercise of prayer is cultivated 
with spiritual understanding, it is directed 
by a reference to the whole of God'^s reveal- 
ed character, to his ways in providence, to 
his procedure in the scheme of mercy, to 
example and precept recorded for our in^- 
Btruction, to his warnings and his promises, 
to our own necessities as frail, dependent; 
guilty and accountable beings : and it is as- 
sociated with the spirit of humble confidence 
in God, of nearness to him, and filial rever- 
ence and affection towards him ; with de- 
light in the privilege of intercourse, and 
submission to his will concerning us. In 
this exercise the Spirit of God is peculiarly 
present with the spirits of believing suppli- 
cants ; and while the corruption of nature 
shews itself here in its strongest opposition 
to what is good, that blessed agent helps 
their infirmities, making intercession for 
them with groanings which cannot be utter- 
ed. The effect of prayer is in a peculiar 
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manner to bring near niiseen things to the 
mind ; to create a more solemn and affect* 
ing sense of the presence of God, and a 
more commanding impression of our con- 
neadon with him ; to draw the soul forth to- 
wards him in dcTout affections ; to lay open 
the heart to the influence of all divine real- 
ities ; and to bring down from the Father 
of hf^tB those various gifts which we need 
fior our temporal, but above all for our spi- 
ritual, well-being. 

The text speaks particularly ofperseveT" 
ance in prayer. It intimates that men are 
apt to faint y to become discouraged, to lose 
their energy and earnestness in the exer- 
cise, and even to cease from it altogether, 
at least in reference to particular objects of 
request. In opposition to this the text ex- 
horts to pray always, and not to faint. 

We are apt to faint in prayer through 
the weariness which generally steals upon 
us in the performance of oft-repeated or 
protracted exercises, especially when our 
reliah for such exercises is not deeply 
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wrought into our nature, and tlie advantage 
to be derived from them seems to be distant. 
We are apt to faint in prayer in conse- 
quence of losipg sight of the worth and 
importance of the blessings petitioned for, 
and thus ceasing to desire them. We are 
apt to faint, most of all, in consequence of 
losing our faith in God, and our reliance 
on his word and promises. In opposition 
to all these sources of temptation to failure 
in this exercise, it ever remains our duty 
and our interest to persevere in it. It in 
our duty earnestly to strive against weari- 
ness in prayer, and for this very purpose to 
abound in it, seeing that by frequency 
alone our relish for it can be increased, and 
those communications received from above 
by which our strength for all spiritual du- 
ties is renewed from day to day. It is our 
duty to increase our desire for, and delight 
in, the objects of prayer, by acquainting 
ourselves with the length, and breadth, 
and depth, and height of divine realities, 
and imploring from God in prajrer an un« 
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derstanding to know their worth, and a 
heart to relish them. It is our duty to 
contend against that propensity to imbelief, 
by which the vigour of prayer is utterly 
relaxed, and its foundations undermined. 
We need to guard at every point i^ainst 
the suggestions of distrust ; for in no direc- 
tion are our treacherous hearts proof against 
it. Sometimes we are led to question whe- 
ther we have not misunderstood, and inter- 
preted too largely, the ample assurances 
which Grod has given with regard to the 
answering of prayer, even after every qua- 
lification which these assurances require or 
admit. Sometimes we question whether 
they are as applicable to our times as to 
those in which they were first given; al- 
though many of the declarations have no 
reference to any thing peculiar in the cir- 
cumstances of ancient believers, and are 
plainly applicable like the general promises 
of God to all ages of his church. We are 
ready to distrust the veracity of Grod him- 
self^ or at least to lose that absolute conti- 



14 ON PERSEVERANCE 

dence in it Which alone enables us to ask iz 
fiuth nothing doubting. We are ready tc 
question a thousand times, whether the pro 
mises on which we have relied are indeed the 
words of the living God, or those of errinj 
men like ourselves. In order to fortify our 
selves against such doubt, let us accuston 
ourselves, more than Christians generally 
do, to search into, and familiarize ourselvei 
with the evidence by which the precioui 
discoveries of mercy are attested. We feei 
persuaded that there is too little of thii 
among ordinary Christians in order tc 
the exercise of really vigorous faith. It if 
not the place to inquire into the compara- 
tive strength of the internal and the external 
evidences. The faith of the first Christians 
was founded on both, and on some portion oi 
these evidences must be that of believers in 
every age. The gospel is a record of most 
important facts, embodying discoveries oi 
the will of God to his guilty creatures ; and 
the strength of our conviction respecting 
the reality of these fiu^ and discoveries. 
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must Ibear proportion to our impression of 
the claims of that evidence by which alone 
such £M:ts can be established, and the truths 
they accompany proved to be from God. 
It would be profitable for all the practi- 
cal purposes of the Christian life, if our 
reference to evidence were more habitual 
than it is. It would tend to prevent the 
occurrence of seasons of harassing doubt; 
it would maintain in a higher degree that 
powerful impression of reality concerning 
the things of God which is necessary to the 
vigorous exercise of faith; and it would 
thus lay r stronger foundation for that ear- 
nest desire which is essential to the effectu* 
al fervent prayer which availeth much. 

II. Let us consider, in the second place, 
the encouragements to perseverance in 
prmyer. 

These encouragements are found in the 
word of inspiration itself Whatever men 
have to say either in commendation or dis- 
paragement of prayer, on the word of God 
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we must take our stand. One declaratic 
of Him who cannot lie, is worth a thousai 
reasonings of ours ; and numerous and fti 
are his declarations on this subject. 

We have encouragements to perseve 
ance, first of all, in the assurances whic 
relate to prayer simply considered. L< 
us read, then, and read as if we belie^ 
ed them, such passages as the followiuj 
<^ And this is the confidence that we hai 
in him, that if we ask any thing accon 
ing to his will, he heareth us. And if ^ 
know that he hear us, whatsoever we as] 
we know that we have the petitions we d 
rired of him.*"* We have here, in the fin 
place, a limitation, or rather, an e&plan; 
tion, respecting the subjects of petition ; i 
we ask any thing according to his wiU 
that is, if we ask in the name of Christ- 
ask in faith — ask blessings which God hi 
promised to bestow, as bringing real good t 
men and glory to himself This is all tfa 

• 1 John y. 14, 15. 
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nitation; and, properly speaking, it is 
me; it is only an explanation of what 
*ayer must be in order to accord with the 
terests of those who present it. In every 
ing but this, the assurance is absolute 
id unconditional; if we ask any thing, 
liatsoever it be, we know both that our 
ither in heaven hears us, and that we 
i¥e the petitions which we have desired of 
m. 

While this explanation must be kept in 
ew, we find that in most other passages 
' Scripture — ^as if to mark that the chief 
inger is of our not asking or believing un- 
lervedly enough — the language employed 
no qualification at all, and promises 
essings without any expressed restrictions, 
tiend to the following assurances : *^ And 
latsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
11 1 do, that the Father may be glorified 
the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in 
Y name I will do it. If ye abide in me, 
d my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
lat ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

B 
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Ye have not chosen me, but I have cIicmkqii 
you^ and ordained you, that you should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your firuil 
should remain, that whatsoever ye jshall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give il 
you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing iik 
my name : ask, and ye shall receive, thiil 
your joy may be fulL''* These delightful 
words were spoken by our Lord for the con^ 
solation of his disciples in the prospect of 
his departure ; and he has since ascended 
to that tlirone of dominion on which he fey 
ever reigns, with all power in heaven and 
in earthy to accomplish the promises qa 
which he has caused us to hope* 

Further, consider the import of the &•!- 
lowing passages : '^ Again I say unto you, 
that if two of you shall agree on earth^^ 
as touching any thing that they shidl ask, it 
shall be done for them of my Father which 
is in heaven. For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I 
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h Ae midst of them.''* << The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
flmch. Elias was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain ; and it rained not 
cm the earth by the space of three years and 
rix months. And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
fiwrth her fruit-^f " Then shall ye call 
upon me, and ye shall go and pray imto 
me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye 
thaU seek me, and find me, when ye shaU 
search for me with all your heart.^]: The 
i^wer and willingness of God to bless in an- 
swer to prayer, are mentioned as an en- 
couragement to it. ^^ Call imto me, and 
I will answer thee, and shew thee great and 
mighty things which thou knowest not.^|| 
^ Now unto him that is able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we can ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh 



* Matt, xviii. 19, 20. f James v. 16—18. 

X Jcr. xsisb 13, 13. |) Jer. xuilL 3. 
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in US, unto him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus.""* 

Secondly, Perseverance in prayer is en- 
couraged by assurances which expressly point 
to it with commendation and promise. In 
the passage which forms our text there are 
two grounds of encouragement that may be 
more particularly noticed. The first is the 
very circumstance, that we have a part of 
the word of God which specially advises us 
of the temptations to fainting in prayer, and 
wiums us against giving way to them. It 
affords us encouragement, because it bids 
us remember, when difficulty meets us, that 
we are not in circumstances strange and un- 
provided for, which would argue that he 
who invited us to pray, spoke without 
knowledge of the counsels of God, and pro- 
mised without a warrant. It intimates the 
very contrary ; it proves Chrisf s perfect 
acquaintance with the difficulties of the hu- 
man spirit in its intercourse with God, and 

• Epb. liL 90, 21. 
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with the aspect which his providential ad- 
ministration would often bear to his people. 
We have thus the direction and the presence 
cf the Saviour with us when actually placed 
in cu-cumstances which tempt us to despond ; 
and are encouraged still to pray and not 
fidnt, in the assurance that a tune when 
prayer shall be answered shall certainly ar- 
rive. 

The second ground of encouragement is 
the special promise which the passage with its 
CMmtext contains, of certain success to impor* 
tunity in asking. Read the parable which 
the text introduces. Here was a most unpro- 
mising case of appKcation: a widow, de- 
fencdess and destitute of all means either 
of persuadmg or compelUng to grant her 
petition, making request to a judge who 
feared not God nor regarded man. Yet 
by dint of mere importunity she prevailed. 
The parable teaches this lesson, that, tak- 
ing the lowest possible estimate of the 
wiUingness and liberality of God, a perse- 
▼ering suppliant must certainly succeed. 
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And how much more may we be assured of 
this, when we take into account that infi- 
nite benignity and condescension of charac- 
ter in which the Most High has revealed 
himself, and the near relation which he has 
chosen to sustain to his redeemed. And 
the Lord saidj Hear what the unjust judge 
saith ; and shall not God avenge his own 
electa which cry day and night unto hinty 
though he bear long with theni? The 
answer was not refused, but only delayed ; 
and at the appointed time the destruction 
of his enemies did arrive, and brought with 
it deliverance to his cause and people. 

Another most interesting and ample at- 
testation to the success of importunity in 
prayer, you will find in the eleventh chap- 
ter of this gospel, from the fifth to the thir- 
teenth verse, which we request you particu- 
larly to consult. « 

The passages which have been quoted 
are but a specimen out of the abundance of 
Scripture declarations on this subject. There 
are, it is true, some assiurances in the word 
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of Grod which caiuiot be extended beyond 
the times of miracle ; but such is not the 
application of those to which we have refer- 
red, which have a reference as evidently gen- 
eral and universal as any of those promises 
and precepts which are acknowledged to ap- 
ply to all times and ages. Even the ancient 
church could say, in expectation of times of 
enlargement, O thou that hearest prayer y 
unto thee shall all flesh come. Let 
us endeavour to enter into the liberality 
and largeness of divine assurances. Let 
us only ask in accordance with the will of 
God, and there are no degrees of blessing 
within which we need to limit our wishes 
and our expectations. Every one who prays 
must have known from experience, in some 
measure at least, the faithfulness of God to 
bis largest promises ; and the only reason 
why he does not fulfil them to an extent 
beyond even our utmost conceptions, is, 
that we have not the heart to place full re- 
liance upon his word — that we stop short 
at the very threshold of infinite fulness. 
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and in the faintness of our degireSi when we 
have but seen some openings into the liches 
treasured up in Christ, conclude that we 
can advance no farther. Instead of this, if 
we imitated an apostle in his prayers, tiie 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, would give unto us the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledgm 
of him, the eyes of owr understanding 
being enlightened, that we may know w/uxt 
is the hope of his callings and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in 
the saints, and what is the exceeding 

GREATNESS OF HIS POWER tO US-Ward who 

believe, according to the working of 
HIS MIGHTY potfTER ; and would fill us with 

ALL THE FULNESS OF GOD ! 

III. We proceed, in the third place, to 
endeavqpr to obviate what may be consid- 
ered the principal discouragement to perse- 
verance in prayer, that distrust of its effica- 
cy which arises from apparent want of sue* 
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cess in obtaining the objects of petition.* 
Disappointment may be generally ascribed 
to one of two causes. 

The first of these is, error as to the mat- 
ter of our requests ; the objects of petition 

* Respecting the efficacy of prayer, some difficulties 
hacfe been raised of a metaphysical nature. These the' 
anthor takes the liberty of passing over, for two reasons ; 
first, that he chiefly writes for those who are more likely 
to be affected with experimental than with speculative 
doubts ; and secondly, that the difficulties are amongst 
the shallowest that philosophy has ever started on the 
subjects of inspu»tion. They have been often answered 
•with ihe utmost conclusiveness of demonstration. He 
begs leave to quote, on this topic, a passage from one of 
Dr Gordon's admirable sennons. 

** Were the question put to a believer, why he prays, 
or how he can hope that his prayers can have any effica- 
cy in determining the will and the procedure of him, all 
whose purposes are unchangeable, and all whose works 
are known to him from the beginning ; he might satisfy 
liimself with replying, that God has authorized and com- 
manded him to pray, with the express promise that the 
prayer of faith, offered up in the name of Christ, shall 
be heard and answered ; and that he can safely leave it, 
iberefoie, with Ood himself, io provide for the fulfilment 
of his promise, in perfect consistency with the immuta* 
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may be such as G^d has no where promised 
to confer. 

In one sense, it may be said that we are 
warranted to consider the promises annex- 



bility of his counteb. But thoagfa he may hold tiiki to 
be a satisfactory answer to every such question, and on 
this ground decline entering on the discussion of any 
difficulty that may be suggested, about reconciling tht 
efficacy of prayer with the unchangeableness of the dU 
vine wiU ; yet there is enough in Scriptaie to enable him 
to go much further towards the solution of such difficnU 
ties, and, what is unspeakably more important, to elevate 
his conceptions of the nature and privilege of praycb 
He is there warranted to maintain, that prayer ia most 
deeply concerned in the determination of aU the purpoMi 
of Ood oonoeming his people ; that every believing sup- 
plication that has been, or ever will be offered up, was 
as much the subject of the divine fore-knowledge as any 
other action or event that was to take place in the moral 
world ; and that ihe same infinite wisdom which so ar- 
ranged the constitution of things as to provide for whal 
we would call contingencies, and to determine the bear- 
ing and the effect of every one event upon another, did, 
by that same arrangement, make provision also for meet- 
ing every prayer of faith with a special and detcnninato 
actofhiswilL'' 



IK PftAYEK. S7 

ed to prayer as absolute, and certain of a 
uniform accomplishment. He who prays 
to God aright, comes as a needy suppliant 
finr fiivour at the hand of the gracious dis- 
penser of mercy. His supplications gen- 
erally point to some particular object con- 
ceiyed to be good ; but still, the object is 
viewed only as the means of real advantage 
to the supplicant, and that advantage is de- 
sired whether the particular object be con- 
ducive to it or not. Considering prayer 
in this general light, we may affirm that 
every petition conceived and presented in 
the true spirit of prayer, shall be answered 
with a return of blessing from above. Whe- 
ther it appear good or not to the Father of 
mercies to grant the object desired in par- 
ticular, the soul hungering and thirsting 
for mercy shall be filled, and the promise 
diall be accomplished in the most unlimit- 
ed sense, which says, Ask^ and ye shall re^ 
eeive ; seek, and ye shall Jind ; knock, and 
it shall be opened imto you. 
But on the other hand^ when we consider 
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prayer as specifying partictdar blessings, 
which it generally does, the qualification 
which has been already noticed, that the re- 
quest presented be according to the will of 
Gody must never be forgotten in expecting 
the accomplishment of our requests. We 
must beware indeed of making this qualifi- 
cation a lurking-place for unbelief, an ex- 
cuse for doubting that the promises of God 
have any meaning or value at all. Yet it 
is evident, that to Suppose Grod pledged to 
bestow whatever is requested in the very 
way the supplicant desires it, if he only be- 
lieve that his prayer shall be heard, implies 
—either that erring creatures will always ask 
what it is right for God to grant, or that He 
will bestow what is wrong, because his crea^ 
tore has petitioned it of him. Let us keep 
one principle in view in making known our 
requests, and it will clear our minds from a 
hesitation which often operates as a painful 
hindrance to the exercise — ^that the matter 
of uncertainty is not whether God hears and 
regards our prayer, but whether the partic^ 
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ular object desired be in accordance with 
bis wiU or not. Keeping this in view, we 
shall £nd that it is possible for us to come 
in the full assurance that the effectual fer^ 
wnt prayer of a righteous man availeth 
mucky even while we doubt whether the par- 
ticolar blessing asked shall be granted, on 
the ground of our own ignorance of what it 
is really good for us to receive. On this 
topic, attend to some farther observations. 

1. There are some cases in which it is 
generally acknowledged that the accordance 
of our supplications with the will of God is 
extremely doubtful. It is so when we peti- 
tion for particular temporal blessings. In 
tbe name of our heavenly Father, Jesus pro- 
mised, in general terms, that food and rai- 
ment, and such things as are needful for the 
body, should be supplied to all who seek 
the kingdom of God ; and, keeping to the 
same general sense, we may ask these things 
with full confidence of receiving them. But 
if we should specify some particular object of 
desire, that object God may see it to be good 
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for US to withhold: or should we expect it 
through some channel which God does not 
think fit to employ — as, for example, in the 
way of miracle, or by some medium which 
would exempt us from the exertions of ordi- 
nary industry — ^the contrariety of our request 
to the general arrangements of providence^ 
would ensure the certainty of disappoint- 
ment. 

2. There are some blessings which are 
purely and entirely spiritual, and there- 
fore in themselves only good. When we 
desire these on behalf of ourselves, we may 
ask with the absolute certainty of having 
our petitions answered, and our souls satis- 
fied with all good things. It is the purpose 
of God that desires for personal holiness 
should be connected with increase of holi- 
ness, and that the grace which he himself 
imparts should thus lead to the attainment 
of still larger measures of grace. 

But when we desire spiritual good for 
others, it is evident that there is a possibili- 
ty of the wiU of Grod being in opposition to 
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OUT wishes. The work of mercy is a scheme 
in which he dispenses his favour as seems 
to him good ; and while some are chosen to 
fife, it is not less certam that others are left 
to the choice of sin and to its consequences. It 
is possible, therefore, that we may offer up 
prayers for individuals on behalf of whom 
they will not be heard, and for communities 
and nations against which God has purpos- 
es of righteous wrath to execute, and not of 
mercy. And with respect to fellow-chris- 
tians, whom we believe to be the objects of 
divine regard, while it is certain that all ef- 
fectual fervent prayer shall avail much in 
obtaining on their behalf farther mercy, it 
may be that they are of that class of disci- 
ples of whom Christ himself has to com- 
plain to the end that they will not follow 
him fully, and remain straitened in them- 
flielves notwithstanding all his invitations to 
the fulness of spiritual mercies. Thus, while 
the general efficacy of intercession is made 
sore by the promises and examples of the 
wofd ci God, its efficacy with regard to the 
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particular individuals for whom we pray 
cannot be absolutely pledged in any inspired 
assurances. There are cases in which we 
may warrantably entertain more positive ex- 
pectations than in others ; as, for example^ 
when our intercessions refer to the seed of 
the people of Grod, the subjects of more 
ample and special promises. But even here 
we must remark, that the promises of the 
divine word do not absolutely engage that 
every individual of every believer^s offspring 
shall be made a partaker of the same grace 
with himself: reasons many and strong 
might be brought, both from Scripture and 
experience, against any dispensation which 
would infallibly connect the salvation of those 
who may be living still in unbelief with that of 
others walking in 6od''s commandments and 
ordinances in his church below, or already 
gone to glory. But they do engage, in ge- 
neral terms, that the children of his ser- 
vants shall continue, and their seed be 
established before him. This implies that 
the great proportion of the descendants of 



IK PKAYSR. 88 

the Tighteous shall be followers of thefar 
fiiith, and fill their places in the church on 
earth as they retire from it to the heavenly 
rest : and the certainty oif this, as we have 
said, gives us a ground of far stronger as- 
surance, in praying for such, that the very 
individuals for whom we intercede shall be 
made partakers of mercy. And stiU, in 
this, as in every case of intercession, the 
principle already laid down applies, that 
the question is not, does Grod hear and 
answer prayer — ^but, is the particular bless- 
ing asked in accordance with his will? 
There is absolute certainly with respect to 
the one ; there are only degrees of proba- 
bility in regard to the other. 

8. But further, blessings in themselves 
proparly spiritual, whether asked for our- 
selves or for others, are often, perhaps ge- 
nerally, associated in our petitions with cir- 
cumstances which do not belong to the es- 
sence of the blessings, or which are even in 
actual opposition to God's method in be- 
atowing them. In this case too, a fulfil- 
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ment of our requests to the letter is not to 
be looked for. 

There may be error in our conceptions of 
spiritual good, either considered in its general 
nature, or in its application to our own condi- 
tion. Even here we must say that we know 
not what to pray for as we ought ; we under- 
stand not fully what constitutes the real per- 
fection of Christian character, privilege, and 
duty ; nor the connexions and proportions in 
which it is best for us that the fruits of the 
Spirit should be accomplished in us. We 
may, for example, ask for courage in situa- 
tions where we have more need of humility, or 
for joy where we should rather be humbled 
on account of sin. We may earnestly de- 
sire the speedy subjugation of some ensnar- 
ing passion, while it is the purpose of God 
to lead us by a way which we thought not of 
to discoveries which will terminate in still 
higher benefit to us. And thus it maybe, that 
our particular request is denied, while yet 
the prayer of faith that has been presented 
receives its return of good, and possibly by 
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means of the very evil which we have most 
earnestly deprecated. 

Thus Paul besought the Lord thrice that 
the thorn in the fleshy the messenger of 
Satan sent to buffet him, might depart from 
him. But it was the purpose of the Savi- 
our to shew him, that his grace was su£S- 
dent for him, and his strength was made per- 
fisct in weakness ; and this was a discovery 
whose value amply compensated for the dis- 
appointment given to his desires of imme- 
diate relief. Most gladly^ therefore^ says 
he, wUl I rather glory in my infirmities^ 
that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. 

We may ask for spiritual blessings with- 
out respect to the connexion which God has 
established between m#ans and end ; we may 
overlook the first either in our views or in our 
conduct ; while God in his word and provi- 
dence has dedared them to be indispensable to 
the attainment of the second. In our own sal- 
vation we seek deliverance from sin, and ad- 
yancement in knowledge and holiness ; but 
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God has told us, that watchfulness, praycs 
dependence, the study of his word, and otlic 
means, are necessary in order to our spirit 
ual advancement. Now prayer does nc 
take from us our free agency ; and if, aftc 
presenting our petitions, we proceed to fol 
low our own ways, and indulge in negli 
gence, presumption, and worldliness c 
mind, our prayers shall certainly be fnii 
trated, but the disappointment must be al 
tributed solely to ourselves. Again; acei 
tain order of instrumentality is necessary t 
the advancement of religion in the world 
but if a Christian, while he prays for thi 
object, neglect the use of that instrumeo 
tality which God has pointed out, or em 
ploys means to promote his cause, of whid 
Gt)d has actually marked his disapprobatioi 
in his word,«-he need not wonder if hi 
prayers do not issue in the result which lu 
desires. To deficiences of this kind mud 
of that want of success which is oomplain. 
ed of, in the family, in the church, and ii 
the various operations of Chriftian benevo- 
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lence in the world, must, we apprehend, be 
attributed. ] 

Once more, it may be most in accordance 
with the will of God, to answer our peti- 
tions, in a manner, and at a time, different 
from that which it seems natural to us to 
specify. With regard to these circumstan- 
ces it becomes us to remember always the 
incapacity of creatures to judge of what is 
best. In asking spiritual good for ourselves 
or advancement to the cause of God, we 
must not dictate to God the method or time 
he is to adopt in ftilfilling our wishes. We 
must not, for example, insist upon it, as 
that without which our prayers are rejected, 
that we or others shall be benefited by means 
of such a sermon, or such a book, or such an 
individual — ^nor link the cause of God with 
a particular ministry or a particular institu- 
tion. As to the substance of our requests 
God wUl fulfil all that he has promised us ; 
and our petitions shall avail much even as to 
the special circumstances ; but not beyond 
the limits which God may have fixed in his 
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wider plans. When we consider our ow 
extreme ignorance and perversity, we mu« 
reasonably expect that God's methods wi 
often be exceedingly different from oun 
We may expect that our prayers for oui 
selves will be answered in many cases h 
methods of instruction of which we neve 
thought, but far better adapted to accon 
plish the results desired than those o? 
which we calculated. Our prayers for th 
progress of Christ's kingdom may be an 
swered by occurrences the most unlooke 
for — ^by times of change, and fear, and tri 
bulation, in which our wishes may seem t 
be strangely thwarted, but out of which th 
Almighty Governor at last evolves, by th 
wonderful working of his power, glory ti 
his name, and signal triumph to his cause 
It must be, also, that the times which 6o< 
chooses for the fulfilment of our request 
should often be very different from tho« 
to which our wishes point. We desire im 
mediate gratification, without respect to thos< 
various purposes which it is the will of Goc 
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to accomplish by his dispensations, and 
which suppose many links and windings in 
the course of providence of which we see 
not the necessity. When we seek deliver- 
ance and mercy to ourselves, it may be need- 
ful first that God should make our own 
.wickedness correct us, and our folly reprove 
us, even while he will not chide continually, 
and his purpose is to do us good in our lat- 
ter end. When we pray for prosperity to 
Zion, we must remember that there is a set 
time at which special favour shall be shewn 
her, and her desolations be repaired : and as 
this does not supersede the obligation and ne- 
cessity of prayer, it may keep us from des- 
ponding if the answer should be delayed, 
and the faith and patience of the saints be 
farther proved. The Lord is not slack con- 
cerning his promises as some men count 
slackness. One day is with him as a thou- 
sand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. Not one prayer of his church shall 
ever be effaced from his remembrance. 
ShaU not God avenge hie own elect who 
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cry day and night unto him, though he 
hear long with them ? I tell you that he 
will avenge them speedily. 

The SECOND of the causes to which fail- 
ure in answers to prayer may be ascribed, 
is, such defect in the act of feayee itself, 
as renders it unacceptable to God. 

1. There is much of what we generally 
consider prayer, which is nothing more than 
the form of prayer. 

We speak at present of the case of those 
whom the Spirit of God has taught to pray 
in sincerity, and not of that numerous class 
of individuals whose prayers are formal al- 
together. The prayers even of the former 
are chargeable to a lamentable degree with 
formality, and with the absence of that desire 
which enters into the very essence of avail- 
ing supplication. Let each Christian con- 
sult his own experience for proof of this. 
Examine, with some degree of attention, 
the acts of prayer in which you engage. 
After an opportunity of social supplication, 
endeavour to ascertain how much your spi- 
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;, instead of drawing near to God, and 
eading, as in his immediate presence, finr 
e blessings which he dispenses, has been 
tangled in the external circumstances of 
e exercise, and has thought of the assem- 
ed worshippers, of the utterance of him 
lo has led our devotions, or of the most 
tyial impressions that have been made 
km our bodily senses. Think of the 
d deficiencies of your more private ex- 
cises. How often does it occur, even 
den attempting to pray to your Father in 
cret, that while scriptural subjects of pe- 
don are enumerated, and the unexception- 
>le words of Scripture are employed, you 
n scarcely say that you feel your want of 
liat you ask, and scarcely have the con« 
iousness of real desire for it. It is aston- 
[dng how much we impose upon ourselves 
ith mere words, and how we substitute 
lese with hardly a suspicion that we are 
ling so, for the breathing of devout de- 
res towards God and his righteousness. 
iow little do we know of that intense long- 
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ing for spiiitaal good which gives birth to tl 
groanings which cannot be uttered — ^to stron 
crying and tears unto him that is able to sx% 
us — ^to that vehement wrestling with Grod, < 
which Jacob was an example, when he mi 
with God in the form of man, and said, 
will not let thee go ewcept thou bless m* 
We set a high value on our own faintest d 
sires towards heavenly mercies, and thin 
the Most High indebted to us for our weal 
est prayers. We forget the immense di 
proportion between our unworthy impre 
sions and the inestimable realities. TV 
eonsider not that Gdd has a right to ekpa 
from creatures, whose well-being alone I 
consults when he bestows his mercy, thi 
they shall set some proportionate value upo 
what he is willing to give, and wanting whic 
they are infinite losers. Let us inquin 
then, whether we have really understoo 
the standard of Scripture as to this char» 
teristic of prayer. Whilst we wonder thi 
we enjoy so few of those extraordinary mi 
nifestations of &vour with which the sain( 
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of God in finrmer days were visited, let us 
9gk whether we are imitating their extraor-. 
dinary earnestness in supplication? Are 
ve waiting upon God as if we believed that 
firan bim alone cometh our help ? Or have 
we practised prayer merely that we might 
fulfil what we felt in conscience to be a duty, 
and then gone our way, satisfied that we 
bad done our part, and liot very solicitous 
whether God should perform his or not. The 
extent to which formality in worship pre- 
vaiU among professing Christians is indeed 
a grievous evil — an evil which has deceiv« 
ed and impoverished the church more than 
the ravages of all her other enemies. The 
prayer of the heart is that which God alone 
regards ; and to the absence of this requi^ 
aite may be ascribed the ill success of count-, 
less addresses to the throne of mercy, which 
have appeared without fault in the sight of 
men, but which he who seeth the heart could 
not accept. 

S. Our prayers are often unacceptable 
because we do not a$k in faith. 



44 ON PERSEVERANCE 

We are taught this in the words of the 
apostle James — *^ But let him ask in faith, 
nothing wavering ; for he that wavereth is 
like a wave of sea, driven with the wind and 
tossed; for let not that man think that 
he shall receive any thing of the Lord." ♦ 
The faith of which the apostle speaks must 
be founded on the promises of God ; and 
two classes of promises are particularly con- 
nected with it ; those in which God engag- 
es in general to confer various blessings 
on his church and people, and those in 
which he pledges himself to answer prayer 
for such blessings. Now faith is the full 
confidence that God will fulfil these pro- 
mises. With reference to the former a 
scriptural faith implies a proper under- 
standing of their import and extent, and an 
unhesitating conviction that, according to 
that import and extent, God will fulfil them. 
As to the latter, we have seen already that 
they do not contain a pledge that each par- 

• * Jmam 1* 8, 7* 
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Ijcular Uessing desired shall be conferred ; 
hat only that all beUeying prayer shall be 
answered in that vay which seems to infin* 
ite wisdom the best ; and shall prevail in 
obtaining the particular blessing, if that be 
not on other grounds inconsistent with the 
divine wilL The fiuth which is required in 
prayer^ tberefore, implies no more than an 
vasurance of this, as it cannot warrantably 
go b^ond the import of the pledge on 
whi^ it is founded. And, indeed, who 
(bat seeks his own well-being could wish to 
go beyond such a pledge, which stops just 
at that point where pur own true advantage 
terminates ? Who could desire to possess 
a fivrther power, which would only be an in- 
strument for obtaining loss, injury, cxr ruin 
to himself, or to others for whom it might 
be emi^yed ? 

But our sin and our loss is, that we do 
not r^y upon the assurances of the divine 
word according to their extent. The ne- 
cessity of faith to acceptance in prayer aris- 
es out of the very nature of the case. The 

3 
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truth of that divme record -which is the 
source of all hope towards Grod is insepara- 
bly linked with that of the promises which 
it contains. With the efficacy of prayer, 
Christianity stands or £eJ1s ; and he does 
not trust his soul to its provisions as the dis- 
covery of divine mercy to a lost world, who 
has not, at least in some measure, confidence 
in those declarations concerning prayer 
iHbich form a part of its blessed message. 
Nor can doubting prayer be considered 
prayer to the true Grod at all ; for he is a 
God of immutable faithfulness to ail his 
promises. Doubt impUes either ignorance 
of his character, or does him the actual dis- 
honour of denying to him those perfections 
of his nature which constitute his glory. 
We need not wonder, then, at the place 
which faith is represented in the New Tes- 
tament as holding in prayer, nor that Christ 
should say to us, as he did to the blind men 
whom he healed. According to yowr faith 
he it unto you. 
And may we n0f here also find a reason 
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of the little success granted to our peti- 
tions? Must we not confess that often 
when we approach the presence of the Most 
High, we are as if we hardly believed the 
existence of the spiritual realities of which 
we speak, and of that glorious Being to 
whom we address ourselves ? What a spi* 
lit of obstinate distrust of the power and 
the word of God besets us ! We cannot 
persuade ourselves but that we are left to 
the control of sensible things, of second 
causes, of accident, of the will of human 
creatures like ourselves. We cannot bring 
oui&lves to beUeve that God really governs 
his own world, and will act to us and to all 
who seek him according to the principles by 
which his word declares that he conducts 
his administration. When we present our 
requests before him, how unwilling are we to 
believe that he will even be as faithful to his 
promise as we hold many of our fellow-crea- 
tures to be ! When we ask him to do for us 
or for his cause according to his declarations, 
do we not lather look axound us upon ap- 
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pearances, dii&culties, probabilities, as ^ 
ahall regulate our expectations, than t 
with implicit reliance to the mighty 
whidi fainteth not nor is weary, to the 
dom of Him who is wonderful in coui 
and excellait in working ? With what 
fidente do we presume to decide on 
course of fixture events from the na 
conclusions of our own sagacity, forg 
of HIS supreme control who never ha 
rected his procedure by the rules of mi 
who has done greed things and tmsea 
abhf muMrvelkms things without mm 
in times past — ^and whose purpose still 
make his power known in all the earth, 
to hide pride from man. If, instead of 
distrust of God, we imitated the fathi 
the faithful, who staggered not at the 
mise of God through unbelief, but aga 
hope believed in hope, knowing that i 
God had promised he was able also to 
form — ^if we in prayer committed our 
to God, assured that he can bring it to 
-^we should much ofteoer hare eo^eri 
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of the truth that the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
stronger than men. But if the contrary of 
this hold in most of our approaches to his 
throne, and we hardly allow that he has the 
power and the willingness to fulfil his own 
word — ^the failure of our petitions, instead 
of being inconsistent with the divine faith* 
fulness, is in fullest harmony with it— in- 
stead of discrediting the divine varacity, is 
a confirmation of it. Oh what need have 
we of presenting, often and earnestly, the 
prayer of the disciples. Lord, increase our 
faUhl 

3. Our ground of dependence in prayer 
nuiy be something different firom that with 
which alone God has connected acceptance, 
—the merits of the Mediator. 

To pray in the name of Christ does not 
consist in merely mentioning his name at the 
dose of our petitions, or even in a general 
acknowledgment of the truth that we are ac- 
cepted through his righteousness. It im* 
plies a realising and preset conviction of 
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this truth in our approaches to the mercy- 
seat ; it implies that our spirit be pervaded 
with the reBunciation of self and reliance on 
the Surety ; that we specially apply our 
convictions to the mercies we at the time 
request; and derive our pleas and argur 
ments with God from that work which is 
the alone foundation of hope before him. 
In the words of our Lord himself, former'- 
ly referred to, we have the connexion be* 
tween the acceptability of prayer and » 
reference to his name as the ground of re- 
quest, repeatedly and most pointedly affino- 
ed : see John xiv. 13, 14 ; xv. 16 ; xvL SS^ 
M.S6. 

Now, may we not here find causes of the 
rejection of many of our prayers ? Is there 
no such thingwith us, even while on the whole 
placing our dependance on the sure founda- 
tion, as practically forgetting it in making 
known our requests unto God ? Do we not 
often plead Christ^s name in our form of 
words, while no corresponding reliance on 
that name accompanies what we utter ? Do 
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we not often carry our lurking self-righteous^ 
ness even into God'^s presence, and derive our 
confidence in prayer from something pertain- 
ing to ourselves ? May we not often find 
ourselves cherishing the impression that Grod 
has heard our prayers on account of our 
having prayed well, with liveliness of afieox 
tion, with enlargement of desire ? Is there 
no such thing as coming to God with a bold- 
ness derived from self-complacent reflexion 
on the frequency of our approaches, the in- 
timacy of communion we have miuntained, 
our attention to duties and consistency in 
obedience, rather than from an exclusive 
and self-renouncing dependence on Christ^s 
finished work, as all our salvation and all our 
desire P Let us only remember, then, that 
it is the purpose of God in the whole plan 
of salvation to exalt his mercy and humble 
the sinner ; and we shall cease to wondelr 
when petitions, in which we have done hom- 
age to ourselves and not to Christ, go un- 
answered of God. 
4. God interprets our petitions according 
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to the motives from which we present them, 
and these are often such as God cannot ap- 
prove or gratify by answering us according 
to our desire. The blessings themselves 
may be substantially good and excellent ; 
but we may seek them as the means to some 
further ends, in which self-love alone is in- 
terested, or by which propensities absolute- 
ly sinful are indulged. We may seek, for 
example, to acquit ourselves well in duty 
with a view to the applause of men, not 
of approbation from God. When we en* 
treat for the prosperity of Christ^s king- 
dom — an object the very thought of which 
ought to ennoble and purify the soul, and 
raise it above selfish aims — ^in what a varie- 
ty of ways do the feelings of corruption 
mingle with our petitions ! When we im- 
plore a blessing on our efforts, it is that we 
may have the credit of success. We pray 
for Christian institutions, in order that we 
may not have the pain of seeing our own 
plans disappointed. We desire the progress 
of the gospel that our own party may be ad- 
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VAnced. The public teacher longs for suc- 
cess to his instructions in order that his mi- 
nistry may receive honour ; and the people 
join in the desire, that they may enjoy the 
comforts of respectability, and the advan- 
tages of numbers. It is humbling to think 
to what a degree we are actuated by such 
principles, instead of by the purer desire of 
seeing sinners saved from destruction, the 
crown of the Redeemer flourishing, and the 
will of God done on earth as it is done in 
heaven. Now, in so far as our motives are 
absolutely sinful, it is impossible that we 
otn obtain our requests ; if we regard ini^ 
quiiy in our hearts, the Lord will not hear 
U9. And in so far as our attention is turn- 
ed to ends which, although not positively 
wrong, are in themselves of inferior impor- 
tance, in so far does God judge of our peti- 
tions, not by the value of the objects which 
we specify in words, but by the desires 
which really influence us ; and I need not 
add, that he may see it to be for our real 
advantage that our wishes should not be 
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gratified till we h*ve learned to set our I 
on worthier objects, and have our eye 
single in his cause. 

5. The benefits we ask from God 
not be conferred because we have not s( 
them with importunity and perseveran 
prayer. 

The promises of God to prayer an 
cially connected with importunity and 
tinumice in it, to which our text parti< 
ly refers. The same is intimated ii 
threefold repetition of the duty and the 
mise which occurs in Luke ii. 9. ^' 
and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
you.^ Importunity is thus most poin 
recommended, encouraged, and bono 
And what is the reason for this ? It i 
that the Father of mercies is relucts 
bestow his favours. It is not that he c 
ciously wishes to show his power of d 
pointing us. But it is that the inestin 
benefits of which he makes prayer the 
dium^ may be conferred upon us in f 
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nre and with happier results. The very 
use of asking does us unspeakable good, 
the habit of waiting and longing for the 
ing prepares us for enjoying it. Were 
avours which God imparts bestowed on 
aere utterance of a wish by his suppli- 
however feeble that wish might be,— 
intercourse with him would be short, 
ess, and infrequent ; their humiliation 
'e him would not be deep ; their sense 
;pendence upon him would not be pro- 
i; their value for mercies so easily ob- 
d would be small, and their gratitude 
gracious answers would be slight and 
ient. We are so constituted that 
nuance is necessary in order to make 
essions deep and lasting. Importunity 
lerefore a part of the order established 
riptural prayer, as a medium of grace 
God. If we tire of dependence, and 
r our minds to become impatient and 
stray, the fault is ours and not his. It 
^t his will to leave us to the hope de- 
d which maketh the heart sick ; all hia 
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paths are mercy and truth, and his wj 
judgment But he cannot interrupt the 
der which he has for wise ends establish^ 
if we conform to it we shall reap inesiima 
benefits ; if we neglect or rebel against 
let us not complain of God's unfaithfuk 
when our prayers are not answered, but 
our own inconstancy. Let us rather le 
to tvait upon him, and be of good coura 
that he may strengthen our hearts, j 
oiir eyes be towards the Lord ; let us s 
ourselves upon our God. Shall we say t 
our way is hid from the Lord, and our ju 
ment passed over from our God ? " H 
thou not known ? hast thou not heard, t 
the everlasting God, the Lord, the Crei 
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, i 
ther is weary ? there is no searching of 
understanding.'^ Let us " lift up our e 
to the heavens, and look upon the earth 
neath ; for the heavens shall vanish a\ 
like smoke, and the earth shall wax old ] 
a garment, and they that dwell therein si 
die in like manner ; but his salvation si 
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be for ever, and his righteousness shall not 

be abolished.^ Shall we be stumbled by that 

delay which forms a part of God^s revealed 

purposes ? Rather let it rouse us from our 

sluggishness ; bring us more earnestly and 

frequently to his mercy-seat ; and establish 

our faith^ by compelling us to resort to his 

promises, and to enlarge our views of his 

administration. Thus, even during the 

time of trial, our strength shall be renewed ; 

and we shall experience in the end the truth 

of the divine assurance, they shall not be 

qahamed that wait for me. 

The duty of prayer is one binding upon 

an ; and if we are disinclined to the obser^ 

vance of it, we are not thereby exempted 

from its obligation. It is a most reasonable 

thing that a dependent creature should seek 

good from its Creato^. His favour is life, 

biA loving-kindness is better than life. If 

we have not sought that favour with our 

whole hearts, we have never been alive to 

our own true interest, nor taken a single 

step towards Uessedness. His wrath abid^ 

3 
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eth on us if we have never stood before him 
as suppliants for mercy. And the only 
mercy he bestows is conferred through that 
Mediator who has finished transgression, 
and brought in everlasting righteousness. 
He is the way, the truth, the life. His is 
the only name given under heaven among 
men by which they can be saved. All who, 
with humble and contrite hearts, plead that 
name, are heard. He who, renouncmg his 
own righteousness, rejoices only in this, that 
Gt)d is satisfied in Christ his Son, obtains 
a hope which shall never be confoimded. 
But if the counsels of divine kindness are 
despised, a day will come when prayer shall 
no longer be heard ; when men shall ^^ call 
upon God, but he will not answer ; shall 
seek him early, but shall not find him ;^ 
when they shall ^^ eat of the fruit of their 
own way, and be filled with their own de« 
vices.'*' 



DISCOURSE II. 

ON PRAYER FOR THE GIFT OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. 

Bow muoh more shall your heavenly Father ghe ihe 
ffofy SpMt to them thai atk himf Luke xL 13. 

The address of our Lord to his disciples, 
of which these words form a part, teaches 
us that the privilege of prayer should be 
closely associated in our minds with one par- 
ticular subject of petition, the gift of God^s 
Holy Spirit. It is an exhortation to the 
general duty ; and its whole scope and ap- 
plication terminate in presenting this bless- 
ing to our attention, as the principal object 
of a believer^s desire. And while it bids us 
desire and ask the blessing, it affords the 
most ample encouragement to expect that 
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our requests shall be satisfied abundantly. 
For as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him. As cer- 
tainly as a human parent is moved by his 
children'^s cries, and cannot so far forego his 
nature as to mock their wants by ofiering 
for bread a stone, and for an egg a scor- 
pion, — so surely he who calls himself the 
father of his redeemed, whose nature is 
perfection, and whose grace is infinite, will, 
in the copious communication of this bless- 
ing, assure us of his paternal love, and give 
proof of all its tenderness. 

In farther illustrating the subject pre- 
sented in our text, we shall, 

I. In the first place, consider what the 
gift of the Spirit is. 

There is no truth more plainly laid down 
in Scripture than this, that God is the au- 
thor of all that is holy or spiritually good in 
the souls of renewed men. This truth was 
taught under the earlier dispensation in 
such declarations as that of Moses to the 
Israelites, " The Lord thy God will cir- 
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cumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy 
seed, to love the Lord thy God, with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou 
mayest live :^* and it was acknowledged in 
David^s prayer, " Create in me a clean 
heart, and renew a right spirit within me.^"!" 
In numerous passages of the New Testa- 
ment it is still more explicitly asserted or 
implied ; to one only of which we shall now 
refer—** As many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name, who 
were bom, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of men, but of 
God.''+ 

We are farther taught to attribute the 
i^ency of which we speak, to the Third 
Person in the adorable Trinity, the Holy 
Spirit of God, — as pertaining to the peculiar 
province which he occupies in the work of 
mane's redemption. ** Take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me,^^ says David in immediate 

* Deut. XXX. 6. t Psal. li. 10. 

t Jofan i. 12, 13. 
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souls in obeying the truth through the Spi- 
rit, imto unfeigned love of the brethren; 
see that ye love one another with a pure 
heart fervently.''* By the Spirit the peo- 
ple of God are sealed, that is, separated 
and secured as God's peculiar property; 
^' in whom also ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the ear- 
nest of our inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased possession."-!- By him 
they are enabled to know and confess the 
authority and deity of the Son of God ; ^^ I 
give you to understand that no man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord but by tlie Holy 
Ghost."]: From him they receive a spirit- 
ual discernment of the nature of divine 
things, which preserves them from error 
and leads them into the truth; ^^ But 
ye have an unction from the Holy One^ 
and ye know all things — and ye need not 
that any man teach you ; but as the same 
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is 
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th) and is no lie, and even as it hath 
ght you, ye shall abide in him.^* In 
far prayers, believers are enabled by him 
desire what they ought to pray for, and 

aided by his powerful intercession; 
Jkewise the Spirit also helpeth our in- 
lities ; for we know not what we should 
Y for as we ought ; but the Spirit itself 
keth intercession for us with groanings 
ch cannot be uttereA'^-f' By him they 
^▼e to the hope of acceptance through 
rist^s righteousness; ^^ for we through 
Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness 
fidth.^]: And they expect that by his 
Tgy their bodies shall be raised at last 
n the dust, even as their glorious Head 

already by him been quickened, and 
lared the Son of God with power ; " but 
ihe Sphrit of him that rabed up Jesus 
m the dead dwell in you, he that raised 
Christ firom the dead, shall also quicken 

• 1 John iL 20. 27. f Rom. viii. 26. 

t GaL V. 6. 
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your mortal bodies by hk Spirit that dwell- 
cth in you."* 

The Spirit who is thus the author of in- 
dividual salvation, is also necessarily the 
agent in the greater work of building up 
%tfae church, and regenerating a fallen world. 
•• By one Spirit," says Paul, " are we all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, whether bond or free ; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit."-f- The 
prediction that in the latter days, '* the 
Spirit should be poured out upon all flesh,"! 
extends to the whole period of the gospd 
dispensation, and is accomplishing at the 
present time as it was in part fulfilled at 
the day t>f Pentecost. The necessity for 
this efiiision in order to the extension of 
the church is plainly intimated in a pro- 
phecy by Isaiah, which, although referring 
primarily to ancient Israel, must be appli* 
cable in the same sense, and for the same 
reasons, to the general progress of the 

• 1 Pet iiL 18. Rom. L 4 vUL 11. 

f I Cot. Jil id. t Acta tt. 17. 
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gospel among the nations of the earth; 
^ Upon the land of my people shall come 
up thorns and briers; yea upon all the 

honses of joy in the joyous city until 

the Spirit be poured upon us &om on high, 
and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and 
the firuitfiil field be counted for a forest : 
then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, 
and righteousness remain in the fruitful 
field : and the work of righteousness shall 
be peace, and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for ever.'^^* And 
with the same blessing are connected spirit- 
ual fertility, and multiplication to Zion^s 
children, in another part of Isaiah^s prophe- 
cies ; ^* Fear not, O Jacob, my servant, 
and thou, Jesunm, whom I have chosen : 
for I will pour water on him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground; I will 
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thine offspring; and they 
shall spring up as among the grass, and as 

• Im. xzxlL 13—17. 
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willows by the water courses : one shall say, 
I am the Lord\ and another shall call 
hunself by the name of Jacob ; and another 
shall, subscribe with his hand unto the 
Lord, and surname himself by the name of 
Israel."* 

We have thought it proper to refer you to 
so many testimonies from the word of God to 
the place which the Spirit occupies in the 
work of redemption, because it is necessary 
not only that we should comprehend the 
doctrine of Scripture on this subject, but 
haTe our minds adequately impressed with 
truths to which consequences deeply impor- 
tant to us, and to the cause of God on earth, 
are plainly attached. The value of that 
gift of which our text speaks, is indicated 
by all that our Lord and his apostles say 
respecting it. It deserves to be remarked, 
that in a passage parallel to the present in 
the gospel by Matthew,-|- the conclusion 
of the argument employed by our Lord 

• Im. xUt. 2^Ji. t C>^«P* ^ 11* 
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ia, How mttch mare shall your Father who 
is in heaven give good things to them 
that ash him — ^as if the gift of the Spirit 
eomprehended the chief blessings which de- 
serve to be made subjects of petition by a 
sinful creature in his intercourse with God. 
And so in reality it does ; since through his 
enlightemng and renewing power alone it ia 
that all the benefits of Chris t^s free salvation, 
from first to last, are applied to the soul of 
«ny saved sinner. It is the legacy which 
Christ left to his church, as far more than a 
compensation for the want of his personal 
presence.* It was the promise of the Fa^ 
theT.'\' It was that gift which the apostle 
Peter specially held forth to the multitudes 
en the day of Pentecost, as the blessed con* 
sequence of faith and the pardon of sin ; 
*< And ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost ; for the promise is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar ofiT, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall 

* John xvL 7—^14. 
t lioke zzlT. 49. 4cti L A.^^ 3S. 

8 
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call.* It was the promise in Christ by ih6 
gospel^ of which it was the highest privilege 
of the Grentiles to become partaker8.-|* It 
was the blessing of Abraham, which, through 
Jesus Christ, came upon the Gentiles by 
faith.:j: It is that by which the exalted Re- 
deemer fulfils his assurance to his church 
through aU ages, ^ Lo, I am with you al- 
ways, even unto the end of the world.^|| 

You are aware that among the various 
operations of the Spirit of Grod, both under 
the old and at the commencement of the new 
dispensation, were those which communicated 
9i»tracf«fot<« powers of different kinds. These^ 
however, can hardly, if at all, be referred to 
in a promise so unlimited as that in the text. 
It applies to his more common, and still 
more precious, influences in the souls of 
all whom he renews; and to these the va- 
rious passages above quoted will be found 
to have a pointed, although not always an 
exclusive, application. These are his regen- 

* Acts iL 38, 39. t ^P^^* ^ ^• 

$ GaL iii. 14. H Matt. :cxviii. 20. 
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emtine and sayinff influences ; by which he 

turns of divine truth, begets a real and oper- 
atiye faith in it, and brings the affections of 
the soul into such a correspondence with it 
as to produce a cordial consent and willing 
obedienoe to all God*s laws. 

In oonceiying of these influences, we 
are not, on the one hand, to omfound them 
widi the truth or word of Grod ; nor, on the 
other, are we to suppose that they ever oper- 
ate independently of that truth or word. 
Against the first error may be adduced 
every passage of Scripture which represents 
the Spirit as having a distinct personality, 
and a separate voluntary agency in the work 
of saving man, in the same sense as the Fa- 
ther and the Son. ^* When he, the Spirit of 
truth is come, he will guide you into all 
truth. He shall glorify me, for he shall re- 
ceive ofmine and shew it unto you.^* ^^And 
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 

• Jolm z?L 13, 14. 
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ye are sealed nnto the day of redemption.^ 
The distiiictioii between the words employ- 
ed by the Spirit, and the agency by which 
he gives these words effect in the soul, is 
Tery strikingly indicated in the two follow- 
ing passives, both singly, and taken in con- 
nexion with each other. ^^ Which things 
also we speak, not in the. words which man^s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Gha^t 
teacheth, comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual : but the naturcU man receioeth 
not the things of the Spirit of Gody tat 
they are foolishness unto him ; neither can 
he know them, because they are spirituai^ 
ly discemed.'^f And Paul who used the 
very words which the Spirit taught him, 
said, ^^ I have planted, ApoUos watered, 
but God gave the increase ; so then, nei- 
ther is he that planteth any thing, neither 
he that watereth, but God that giveth the 
mcrease.'^j: 

On the other hand, we are taught the 

• Eph iv. 30. +1 Cor. JuL 13, 14. 

$ 1 Cor. iiL 6, 7. 
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place which the truth of God holds in the 
whole of that work which the Spirit per- 
forins, by those numerous passages in which 
r^eneration, and sanctification, and the va- 
rious characteristics of the new creature, are 
attributed to the instrumentality of the 
tmth. ^' Of his own will begat he us, toiih 
the ward of truths that we should be a kind 
of first fruits of his creatures." ♦ •* Being 
bom again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
inoorruptible, by the word of God^ which 
fiveth and abideth for ever.*" ■(• " Sanctify 
them through thy truth; thy word is 
tmth.^ X ^^ And take the sword of the Spi- 
rit, which is the word of God.'' || With- 
out entering into metaphysical discussion, 
which would be foreign from our present 
purpose, we simply transcribe, and leave 
with you, these testimonies firom the infalli- 
ble oracles in relation to this subject. 

Our text further tells us, that this Spirit of 
God, performing such offices, and operating 

• James L 18. t 1 P«*- *• 23. 

t John zviL 17. H £pb. ▼!. 17. 
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in such a manner, is the gift of God. I 
will pray the Father , said Christ, and hs 
SHALL GIVE YOU another Comforter. From 
the part which the Redeemer himself has 
had in sending the Spirit, it is called also, 
the Spirit of Christ. Whilst, therefore, 
we are plainly taught in some passages that 
the Spirit is one object in that united wor- 
ship which we pay to the Godhead, we are 
directed, in general, by the statements of 
Scripture, in seeking his influences, to ad- 
dress ourselves to the Father and to the 
Son, who, in the grace and liberality of 
their united counsels, give the Holy Spirit 
to all who ask him. 

The gift of the Spirit belonged in a spe- 
cial maimer to the New Testament dispen- 
sation, and, next to the coming of the pro^ 
mised Messiah, constituted its distinguish- 
ing glory. It is true that imder the former 
economy the gift of the Spirit had been be- 
stowed in every instance in which prophets 
and holy men had been inspired to declare 
God^s will— judges and deliverers of Israel 
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sapematuraQy fitted for their peculiar work 
-HBonners brought to God, and made holy 
rabjects of his spiritual reign. But the 
measure in which this gift had been impart- 
ed, whether in respect to miraculous or renew- 
bg influences, had been so limited as to bear 
no comparison with the fulness, variety, and 
extent, in which the same were communicat- 
ed in the latter tipies. And, according to 
die usual style of Scripture, in which we 
find expressions absolute in then* strict im- 
port employed where no more than a com- 
parison is intended, it could be said of the 
first dispensation, that ^^ the Holy Ghost 
was not yet given, because that Jesus was 
not yet glorified." * What of this gift was 
bestowed under the first dispensation was^ 
like every thing of the nature of mercy be- 
lon^ng to it, an anticipation of the second 
—under which the atoning Surety was ac- 
cepted, and admitted on behalf of sinners 
into the heavenly place. With reference to 

* John yll. 89. 
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this, die time of his glory, Jesus cried, 
he taught in the temple, ^^ If any mi 
thirst, let him come unto me and drinl 
he that believeth on me, as the Scriptu 
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rive 
of living water.''* And when the Spn 
was poured forth on that extraordinary di 
which, saw the first iBruits of the Saviom 
work and resurrection, the unprecedes 
ed effiision was by Peter at once connec 
ed with the latter days according to pi 
ceding promises, and with the exaltatii 
of Christ to glory as ushering in that e 
pected period. " Therefore, being by tl 
right hand of Grod exalted, and having i 
ceived of the Father, the promise of ii 
Spirit^ he hath shed forth this which 3 
now see and hear.^ -f ^^ these latter da; 
we live. The prophecies respecting the 
were far from receiving their accomplisl 
ment in apostolic times. The results of tl 
commencing outpouring of spiritual Infli 

• John Tii. 37, 98. f Acts ii. 33. 
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ence were but the first fruits of that har- 
vest which has been gathering in through 
the successive ages of the church. And 
both the influences themselves and their 
blessed results, in times still future, shall as 
fiur exceed in abundance and extent what 
was witnessed in the first ages, as the early 
prosperity of the church shall be surpassed 
by its glory at that day when the glowing 
representations of the divine word shall be 
fulfilled — ^when the fulness of tfie Gentiles 
shaU have come in, when all Israel shall 
he saved, when ^^ all the ends of the world 
shall remember and turn to the Lord, and 
all the kindreds of the nations shafll worship 
before him'' * — ^in short, when " the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea.*" * 

II. We proceed to consider, in the se- 
cond place, the special lesson of the text, 
which is, that the gift of the Spirit is a le- 



• FsaL zziL 27. f ^^' ^^ ^' 

G 
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gitimate object of request from Qodj and ia 
bestowed in answer to prayer. 

That we ar^ taught this in the words of 
the text is, we conceive, so plain as tp re? 
quire no proof. In the preceding context 
is contained one of the amplest and moat 
moving exhortations to prayer to be found 
in the whole word of God. We hiive fir^t 
set before us a model of prayer; th^ a 
parable illustrating the efficacy of importu- 
nity; folbwed by the es^press assurance 
that they who seek shall find, and an appeal* 
in confirmation of God's willingness to 4q 
us good, to the strong afiections of the p^p 
temal heart. And the dose of the whole ui 
in the words of our text, which set before ivb 
evidently as the grand subject of petition, 
the gift of the Spirit of God — If ye then% 
being evil, know how to give good gifU 
unto your children, how much nuyre shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spi' 
I'it to them that ask him ? 

But it may be said, Is it not superfluous 
to pray for that which God has promised to 
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bestow ? Has not God said that his word 
shall not return to him void? Is not the 
loccess of the kingdom of God certain ? 
And is not the Spirit actually poured forth 
m these latter days in fulfilment of former 
promises, so that vre actually enjoy already 
m our day the full dispensation of the Spi- 
tit? 
In reply to such objections we answer, 
1. That in so far as concerns the promise 
of God, the gift of the Spirit stands on the 
ntne ground with other blessings which are 
MBuredly represented as the objects of peti- 
tion. So far from promise superseding pray- 
eT) it constitutes the ground of prayer, and 
the encouragement to offer it. There is no 
blessing which can come within the range of 
our lawful desires but what is the subject of 
promise ; yet we are told to ask that we may 
receive, to seek that we may find. He who 
bade his disciples take no thought for their 
life, or for what they should eat or what they 
should drink, because all these things should 
be added to them, directed them also to 
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pray, Give us this day our daily bread* 
So also, while it was the purpose of God to 
set up on earth a kingdom which shall never 
be destroyed, he taught his people to say, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

St. While, in accomplishment of promise, 
the Spirit of God is poured forth under the 
gospel dispensation, it is not so poured forth 
as to be incapable of increase or diminu- 
tion, or to be independent of prayer on the 
part of God'*s people. It is not, like the 
coming of the Messiah promised to the an- 
cient church, now a past event, — ^for which 
prayer could be offered no longer after the 
promise had been fulfilled. It is a blessing 
which began to be bestowed on the day oS 
Pentecost, and which shall be still bestow- 
ing to the end of time. It is not diffused 
through the church or the world in a given 
and unalterable measure, although even 
that would not supersede the duty of ac- 
knowledging by prayer the gracious Giver 
who confers it. It is poured forth nowhere 
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but bi buman douls; and every one who 
possesses it knows that it can be increased 
Md ^mimsbed in himself, and in the souk 
of other Christians. Nor, witli reference to 
tte Work of coriTcrtiftg the world, is it other- 
wise. It is not so connected with the 
j^acbiBg of the gospel in an invariable 
ftieastfre as to leave us no care but that the 
trath be preached in its purity. Nowhere 
is there such a doctrine to be found in the 
irord of inspiration, but many things which 
intimalie the contrary, as we shall see imme- 
diately. It is indeed sidd, that as the rain 
Cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
aad return not thither without confer- 
ring fertility on the earth, so shall be the 
word which goeth forth from the mouth of 
God; it shall not return unto him void, 
but acoomjdish that which he pleaseth, and 
fVf>Bpet in the thing whereta he hath sent 
if. ^ But even supposing that the sense 
usually affixed to these words is the correct 

• Isa. It. 10, 11. 
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one, which is doubtful,* they do not ast 
us that the preaching of the gospel s 
be accompanied with a uniform succes 
building up the church and converting 
world ; but only that the will of God { 
certainly be accomplished by it, whe 
that be for condemnation or for salvat 
and we must not forget that a part of 
will is that his people should ask in 
der to receive; and that the faithful 
of his word should be verified by their 
having when they have neglected to 
from him ; by their not seeing the chi 



* I am inclined to think that the meaning of the i 
passage simply is, that the dedaied purpose of Goc 
ceming any event or course of events, is certain < 
complishment : compare Isa. xIt. 23, and xlvL 9< 
I h^ leave here to refer to Mr Orme's very exc 
discourses on this suhjeet in his volume on the 
phemy against the Holy Spirit. Although I d< 
quite agree with him in his application of the above 
sage, and think that a few of the statements in his 
require some qualification, I cordially concur in h 
neral views : his volume will repay the attention oi 
ry reader. 
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of Christ replenished when they forget the 
necessity of giving themselves to prayer, 
as well as trusting to the ministry of the 
word. * It is the same seed which when 
sown brings forth in some thirty, in some 
aixty, and in some an hundred fold. The 
preaching of the apostles themselves was at* 
tended with various success. Under the 
first discourse of Peter, three thousand were 
turned to the Lord. In order to form the 
church of Ephesus, Paul ^^ spake boldly 
for the space of three months, disputing 
and persuading the things concerning the 
kingdom of God.*"^ -f* On another occasion 
we read only of Dionysius the Areopagiie, 
who clave unto him, and a woman named 
DamariSf and others with them. And the 
same diversity of success has in every age be- 
fallen the written as the preached word. So 
that while we have general imd ample assur- 
ances respecting the efficacy of divine truth, 
and the progress of God'*s kingdom, it is equal- 

* See Jamet W. 2. Acts vi. 4. f ^^ '^ ^ ^- 
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ly certain that tbe measure of actual sacces^ 
raries according to circumstances. Some at 
these circumstances lie within the nndiscoT- 
ered purposes of God concerning individ- 
uals, families, cities, and nations. Others 
ire can ascertain in the characters and qual- 
ifications of those who preach the truth, 
and in the spiritual condition and conduct 
of the church at large, at diflerent times, 
and in different places of the world. And 
amongst these circumstances we must, if we 
understand the Scriptures, give a very pro- 
minent place to the neglect or the observ- 
ance of God's own ordinance of prayer, 
with which he has so emphaticaHy connect- 
ed the obtaining of blessings from himself; 
and to the absence or the exercise of the 
spirit of devout dependence on his power, 
by which Gt)d is honoured, and which he 
has ever honoured in return. 

8. In the third place, the Scriptures them- 
selves furnish a still better answer to ob^ 
jections, and enforcement of duty, than any 
reasonings of ours. There we find prayer 
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for this blessing recommended at once by 
precept and example, both under the old 
dispensation and the new. 

Notice, in the first place, some references 
to prayer for this blessing of a direct and 
explicit kind. 1'here is the example of 
David to which we have already referred ; 
" take not thy Holy Spirit from me, uphold 
me with thy free Spirit.'' There is our 
Lord's express encouragement in the words 
before us, in which the Holy Spirit is pro- 
mised to them that ask him. There is the 
example of Jesus himself on the memora- 
ble occasion of his baptism ; to him, when 
prayingy ^^ the heaven was opened, and 
the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily form 
like a dove upon him.*"* He who thus 
prayed for the baptism of the Spirit to him- 
self) makes that gift the subject of special 
petition in his intercessions with his Father 
for his disciples. The passage which inti- 
mates this merits particular attention — ^^ If 

• Luke iiL 21, 22. 
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ife shall ask any thing in my name^ I u> 
do it If ye love me^ keep my commaii 
ments. And I will pray the Father^ at 
he shall give you another Comforter y th 
he may abide with you for ever, even ti 
Spirit of truthf "whom the world cann 

receive but ye know him, for he dwe 

cth with you, and shall be in you.'*'* Sur 
ly he who encouraged his disciples to ai 
from him with the assurance of receivings 
who promised to send to them the Comfoi 
er as the most valuable gift which he eou 
confer — ^who told them that he would b 
come a suppliant himself to the Father, c 
their behalf, for that gift — surely he d 
signed that they, setting their heart en whi 
he promised, and imitating his own examp] 
of prayer, should become petitioners for 
to himself and to the Father in his name 
and that, receiving it, their joy might l 
made full. 
Their subsequent proceedings inform v 

• Jotm xW. 14—17. 
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of %ko meaning which they put upon thei^r 
Lovd''^ directions, and present an instruc- 
tivQ example of apostolic practice in the pro- 
pagation of Christianity. While Christ had 
oononanded them to go and teach all na« 
tions, he had instructed them to wait first 
in the city of Jerusalem for the promise of 
the Faiher^ that is, for the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost* In expectatioQ of this, they 
o^fUinued with one ctccord in prayer and 
suppKcaiion ; the blessing expected beings 
without doubt, the subject of their many 
petitions, it may be said that the endow- 
ment for which they looked was miraculous^ 
Xt was BO only in part ; and the miraculous 
communications of the Spirit, it must be re- 
membered, were not the most essential in the 
irork of converting men. There were other 
influences desired and waited for, in resped; 
to which alone the words of Christ could be 
fiilfiHed, that the Comforter should abide 
with them for ever : and by far the most 

* Actt L 6. 
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precious firuits of this gift to the apoBtle% 
whether as disciples or as preachers, were 
those by which they were seeded to the day 
of redemption^ and fitted, firom the experi- 
ence and love of the truth, to commend it 
with effect to men. And certainly, if they 
prayed for the gift to themselves, they 
comprehended in their petitions its outpour- 
ing upon the world, while they preached 
the message of reconciliation. It would in- 
deed be in the highest degree unreasonable 
and unscriptural, in our conceptions of du- 
ty on this subject, to separate the one from 
the other. 

Nor did their prayers cease with the de&* 
cent of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost 
They continued to abound in it for one an- 
other, and for the progress of the truth ; and 
with their prayers the gift of the Spirit is 
not obscurely associated in the inspired re- 
cord. Of this we have an interesting proof 
in the account given of their supplications, 
and the answer returned to them, after an 
occasion of escape from persecution. Lift- 
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J up their voice to God with one accord, 
gy said, <^ And now, Lord, behold their 
reatenings, and grant unto thy servants 
at with aU boldness they may speak thy 
vrd,^ by stretching forth thine hand to heal, 
id that signs and wonders may be done by 
e name of thy Holy Child Jesus.*" The 
iswer was, ^^ the place was shaken where 
ey were assembled together, and they 
sre all filled with the Hblp Ohost^ and 
ey spake the word of God with bold' 

That the first effusion on the day of Pen- 
cost did not exhaust the promise of Christ, 
r render farther supplication for the Spirit 
iperfluous, appears farther from many of 
le intercessory petitions of the Apostle 
auL " Now the God of hope fill you 
lib idl joy and peace in believing, that ye 
tsy abound in hope through the power of 
le Holy Ghost.""!* ^ cease not, he says, to 
lake mention of you in my prayers, ^* that 

• Acts iv. 24. t Rom. xv. 13. 

H 
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the God of our Lord Jesus ChriBt, t] 
ther of glory, may give unto you the 
of wisdom and revelation in the 
ledge of him.^ ^^ For this cause I b 
knees unto the Father of our Lord 

Christ that he would grant yo 

cording to the riches of his glory^ 
strengthened with might hy his Sj. 
the inner man.^* His ^lostolic b 
tioBs include a similar petition; 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, a 
love of God, and the communion 
Hoiy Ghost J be with you all^'f 

And as he int^ceded for them, hi 
ed their intercessMma in return in e 
the success of his work — ^' Finally, 
ren, pray for us, that the word of th 
may have firee course and be glori 
^^ Praying always with all prayer ai 

plication for all saints, and for n 

utterance may be given unto me, 



• Eph. i. 17~iU. 14. 16. f 2 Cor. x 

X % Tbesa. iiL 1. 
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!ypen my mouth boldly to make known 
lystery of the gospel.'^ 
fondly. The word of God has recom- 
ed prayer for this blessing in those 
Tous passages in which prayer for the 
icement of the kingdom of Christ is 
plified or inculcated. In such prayer 
mner object is necessarily implied, the 
ng out of the Spirit being mdispcnsa. 
» the conversion of a single soul to God. 

it was connected with it in the actual 
mplation and desire of New Testament 
s, as is plainly to be inferred from 
habit of devout dependance upon God, 
the constant reference to this gift of 
It which we discover in the apostolic 
ags. 

ere, too, our blessed Lord may be re- 
1 to as an example of such prayer* 
k of me^ said the Father to his Holy 

" and I shall gif^e unto thee the 
len for thine inheritance, and the ut- 

• Eph. vi. 18, 10. 
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termost parts of the earth for thy posses- 
sion.'"* And in accordance with this «p» 
pointment of the everlasting covenant, the 
life of the Redeemer in the heavenly tem- 
ple is a life of continual intercession in 
behalf of all whom the Father has given 
him to the end of time— of prayer for the 
sending forth of the Comforter, to ^^ convince 
the world of sin, and righteousness, and 
judgment,^ and to renew and save those 
who are to be brought to glory. -(• His 
church are taught to unite in such suppli- 
cation, with their Head, and for their 
Head, in order that he may see of the tra- 
vail of his soul and be satisfied ; *^ Phrayer 
also shall be made for him continually.^ 
He himself enjoined such prayer upon his 
people, when he said, " When ye pray, 
say. Our Father which art in heaven, hal^ 
lowed be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; 
thy will he done, as in heaven, so in 
earthJ^ It is remarkable that three peti- 

• PsaL ii. 8. f See John xvi. and xvii. 

i PsaL IxzU. 15. 
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tio&s m tbia terief mimmaTy of prayer, re- 
lite to the adyaQcement ci the reign of hea« 
tea. Simitar ig the import of that address^ 
hk Isaiah^s glowing prophecies, to the watch- 
tien of Jesusidem, who are enjoined not to 
Md their peace day nor night — ^ Ye that 
toake mention of the Lord keep not silence^ 
Hid give bim no rest, till he establish, nmd 
Iffl he make Jerusalem a praise in the 
ettrth.*"* What an exhortation to impov- 
tuuty ! How sacredly binding the duty to 
which ii calls us I 

In the prophecies of Ezekiel we find 
piayer, in the same manner, required of 
die nation of Israel as introductory to the 
naoifestation of favour to them at the time 
of their finid restoration. ** Thus saitb tbe 
XiOvd God, / will yet for thU be inquired 
of by the house of Israel to do it for them ; 
I wiU increase them wi<^ men- like a flock.^'l^ 
And with the restoration and increase to 
whkh the passage refers^ is closely connect- 



• Isa. IxiL 6, 7. t B^k. xxxri. 37* 

3 
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ed in the prophecy, as an indispensable 
part of that prosperity for which they are to 
inquire of God, an abundant communica- 
tion of gracious influence to renew and 
sanctify; ^^ a new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within 

you and I will put my Spirit within 

you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments and do 
them.'^ 

In the prayers for the prc^ess of the 
gospel, to which we have had occasion to 
direct your attention, there was, without 
doubt, a reference to all that various instru- 
mentality by which the Most High carries 
on his cause — to the various means brought 
into operation by the arrangements of his 
providential government, by which obstacles 
are removed and facilities created, moun- 
tains levelled and valleys exalted, the pur- 
poses of enemies thwarted, and men made 
unconscious instruments of advancing the 

* EieL xxxvL 26, 27. 



GIFT OF THE HOLY 8PIBIT. 90 

interests of truth. But at the same time 
who can deny a more prominent place still, 
in the purport of such intercessions, to that 
good and perfect gift, by the communication 
of which alone the gospel can be preached 
irith demonstration and with power, can be 
spoken in faith, and received in the love of 
it unto salvation ? In a word, our conclu^ 
sion is, from a review of the statements of 
Scripture on this subject, that the gift of 
the Spirit of God, for the building up of 
the church and the conversion of the world, 
is both the legitimate subject of direct pe- 
tition at the throne of mercy, and is implied 
and desired in all scriptural intercessions 
for the advancement of the kingdom of 
Christ in the earth. 

While such is the doctrine of the word of 
God on this subject, the place which the 
duty arising out of it holds among the other 
duties of the Christian life, is preeminently 
important. It has all the importance which 
the word of God attaches to the duty of 
prayer in general. We have only to study 
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that word to be deeply impressed with the 
pomineDce "which it gives to prayer in its 
histories and examples, in its promisea and 
warnings, in its exhortatiqjtis and expresa 
commands, in all that it tells us of the na- 
ture of that life of faith in which man walks 
with Grod. And all that it says bearaupcm 
prayer for this special object EveaQr ex* 
hortation to prayer is an exhortation t0 a- 
bound m it with reference to the comnHni- 
cation of this pH from above. Nay, we 
must admit, that if the duty is more unper- 
ative in any one case than another, it is sa 
in this. To the believer individually, the 
gift of the Spirit comprehends Epiritual bleas*- 
ings in all that variety and abundance in 
which it is possible for them to be objects of 
desire ; and either constitutes the very sub- 
stmce of these blessings, or is the indispen- 
sable means for attaining them. In the 
general cause of God, the gift of the Sjnrit 
is the grand essential to prosperity and pro- 
gress, without which vain are all our wish- 
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68, and fruitless all the means which our 
wisdom can devise or apply. 

And the measure in which the gift will 
be conferred, it must not be forgotten, will 
be proportioned to the fervency and impor- 
tunity of prayer. This is acknowledged 
with regard to the personal experience of 
blessings from God ; but it is not less true 
in reference to the general prosperity of the 
cause of Christ on earth. The advancement 
of tliat cause, is always represented in the 
word of God as the enlargement of the eW" 
isting church ;* and in accomplishing its 
enlargement, God has a respect to its exist- 
ing spiritual condition. He raises up in 
Zion the instrumentality by which he brings 
to pass his designs of mercy towards her. 
He prepares his church for his own gifts; 
and one most important part of this prepa- 
ration is the pouring out upon its members 
the spirit of grace and supplication. It is 
not for his honour to bestow his favours 

* liook for a tingle example of thif to Isa. lir. 
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when dependence on him is not acknoi 
ledged ; when men are sacrificing to thm 
own net, and burning incense to their ow 
drag; when the peculiar character in whic 
he has made himself known to his church i 
all ages, as the hearer and the answerer < 
prayer, is not recognised ; and when praye 
his own ordinance, is disregarded. Whil' 
therefore, God has promised that his kinj 
dom shaU prevail, he will fulfil his promis 
not by spreading his truth whether his pe 
pie pray for it or not, but by first impartiii 
to them the spirit of prayer. He will briu 
this intermediate means into existence ; aa 
then, in answer to prayer, will do more thi 
his people can ask or think. 

Is this then the conclusion to which n 
eome, that our prayers are a necessary liu 
in the advancement of the Redeemer'^s kinj 
dom upon earth ? O how does such a conch 
sion fix on the conscience and the heart tl 
duty to which the text encourages us ! Ai 
we the subjects of the King of Zion — are n 
indeedredeemedfromthecurse by his blood- 
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ave ovDT best joys md hopes drftwn from tlie 
pivileges to which his mercy has introduced 
«s ? And shall not his canse be ours f ShaQ 
not the interests of his kingdom be to us 
identified with our own ? Shall we not say 
** If I forget thee O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning P^ Shall we not 
take part with the desires and expectations 
of the exalted Redeemer, who waits till his 
enemies be made his footstool, and the hea- 
then be giyen him for his inheritance ? Shall 
we not share in the hopes of the heayenly 
world, and the longing of all creation ? If 
we do, must not our desires express them- 
sdyes in prayer to the Governor among the 
nations— to whom the word of uispu^tion 
has taught us to look, as the dispenser of 
good, who hears our prayers, and has the 
power and the will to answer them ? And 
must we not further admit, that the special 
connexion which the oracles of truth esta- 
blish between prayer and the coming of 
Christ'^s kingdom, lays us under obligation 
to abound and perseyere in making request 
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to Gk)d, as a matter of sacred duty and so« 
lemn responsibility ? With every one, then, 
who fears God, let the conviction of duty be 
the same thing with the will to practise it. 
— The further appUcation of the subject we 
leave to the following discourse. 



DISCOURSE III. 

ON PRAYER FOR THE GIFT OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. 



H$w much more shall pour heaoefdy FoAer give (he 
Holy Spirit to them that askhim$ Luke zL 13. 



I» the preceding discourse we endeavoured 

to ascertain what that gift of the Holy Spirit 

is which we are encouraged in the text to 

request from God ; and proceeded to proye, 

that the special lesson of the text is, that 

the gift of the Spirit is a legitimate object 

of request from God, and is bestowed in 

answer to prayer. The application of the 

views of truth and duty exhibited, was left 

to the present discourse. 

z 
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From what precedes we think we are ful- 
ly warranted in saying, 

I. In the first place, that with a view to 
the revival and advancement of vital godli- 
ness in the church, and the extension of thf 
Redeemer'^s kingdom in the world, the dutj 
of asking from God the Holy Spirit ought 
to be made the subject of faithfbl incuica 
tion by the ministers of the gospel, and o 
serious consideration by all Christians. 

We shall not enter upon any proof dkik) 
the cause of religion needs to be both reyiv- 
ed and advanced in these our times. Few 
we thinky will ai&rm that, amongfdie^ 
xiouA religioutf comnmnities into which tlli 
visible church is divided, vitid Christianiq 
is as flourishing as ev^ it has been ; mi 
whatever may be the di&gtee of prei^ent piM 
perity, who does not see room to wish tb* 
i/b may be increased a thousand fold ? If w^ 
assent to the doctrine of the text, it mvn 
also be admitted, that true Christianity can 
not be advanced without m eangMt obsel^ 
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vmoe on the part of all Christiana of the 
duty which it enjoins. 

We do not mean that, in order to this 
endy those who preach the gospel ought to 
substitute the work of the Spirit in salvation 
for the work of Christ. The preaching of 
Christ's atoning sacrifice for the remission 
of dns, is the means especially ordained by 
Grod fer the reconciliation and regeneration 
ef the world. *^ I determined,^ says Paul, 
in describing his ministry among the Corin- 
thians, ^^ not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.^ 
The special character in which Christ's a- 
poatles went forth to the world, was that of 
witnesses to his death and resurrection ; on 
the ground of which they preached to all re- 
pentance and remission of sins in his name. 
The very gift of the Spirit, which Christ 
shed forth abundantly after his ascension to 
the Father's right hand, was designed to be 
subsidiary to the manifestation of the same 

• 1 Cor. tt. 3. 
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truth ; for the work of that • Spirit was to 
take of Christ's and reveal to the souls of 
men. It is by the testimony concerning 
the mercy of God in Christ that he is hon- 
oured, the guilty conscience pacified, the 
alienated and polluted soul of man renewed, 
the world reconciled, and the ransomed 
.church of Christ prepared for being pre- 
sented before the Father at last without 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. Sepa- 
rate from the doctrine of Christ crucified, 
the work of the Spirit can haye no place'in 
the souls of men, and the pouring forth of 
his influences is language without a mean- 
ing. It would be a serious misapprdiot- 
sion, then, if in thought we substituted the 
one doctrine for the other, and put»asunder 
what God has inseparably joined together. 
And it would be a practical error most con- 
trary to the whole example of the inspired 
preachers of Christian truth — and fraught 
only with delusion and disappointment — ^if, 
in endeavouring to bring others under the 
power of religion, we should exalt into more 
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fffominent notice the teaching of the Spirit 
than the work of that Saviour whom it is 
the* office of the Spirit to glorify, in all that 
he declares in his written word, and in all 
that he discovers to the souls of men. 

Nor is the duty of asking the Spirit from 
Grod to be substituted in the place of active 
and abundant exertion in conveying to men 
the message of mercy, or of the diligent use 
and improvement of those institutions which 
die Saviour has app<»nted for the prosperity 
of his church. It must not supersede a oon- 
victioB on the part of ministers of Christ, 
that m order to revive his cause they must 
pfeach his truth with increased sunpUdty 
md fidelity — ^with more pointed and search- 
Big aj^peals to the judgment, the c(mscience, 
and the aflfections of men — ^with more of 
iqpostolic earnestness — ^with more of that so- 
lemn impression of the responsibility attach- 
kig to their office, and of the worth of immor- 
tal souls, and the prospect of a coming eterni- 
ty, which made an apostle exclaim. Who is 
HiJMent for these things f Nor must it 
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supersede, on the part of Christians gener- 
ally, whether in public or private stations 
in the church, a steadfast attachment to the 
institutions of Christ — ^a sedulous discharge 
of the duties which they owe in their con- 
nexion with his church, and in the domestic 
and social relations of life — and a readiness 
to devote time, and labour, and property, to 
every means of Christian usefulness that 
comes within their reach. 

But while all this must be admitted, and 
not only admitted, but kept most promi- 
nently in view, we must observe, that there 
is need at all times, and especially in the 
present state of the Christian world, to di- 
rect the serious attention of the people of 
God to the duty of abounding in prayer for 
the pouring forth of the influences of the 
Spirit. This ought not to be kept in the back 
ground because it is not in Scripture so pro- 
minent as the doctrine of the cross, for it 
does hold a very conspicuous place there. 
It influenced the whole measures and spirit 
of Christ^s first disciples ; and it cannpt be 
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eglected by us without the deepest ii\]ury 
o personal religion, and the most serious 
loss to the cause of God. 

The inculcation of it is necessary to the 
personal spiritual prosperity of Christians. 
There is a possibility, my brethren, of put- 
ting even the doctrine of the cross out of 
its proper place in the business of perso- 
nal and social religion. This is done when 
it is made the subject of attention to the 
ezdusion of those views of truth which 
are necessary in order to the cultivation 
of the habit of devout dependence on God 
for his gracious teaching. In order to 
growth in knowledge and love, there must 
be habitual waiting upon God, with ear- 
nest 'prayer for his enlightening and quick- 
eaing grace, as well as intellectual contem- 
plation of the objects of divine knowledge : 
and Christian instruction will fail in pro- 
moting the vitality of true religion in pro- 
portion as devout dependence upon God 
is not earnestly cultivated. When we for- 
get thisy we put ourselves in the place of 
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God as to one essential part of our salvia 
tion; and surely the spirit of pharisaic 
pride may be as ofiensiyely indulged, in 
trusting to ourselves in the work of Sanctis 
fication, as by self-righteous confidences in 
the work of justification. When we forget 
this, we withdraw ourselves from those life- 
giving influences in which our spiritual be- 
ing originated, and by which alone it can be 
sustained. When we forget this, our stady 
of divine truth degenerates into vain specu- 
lation ; and our knowledge may be expect- 
ed to pufi^ us up with complacency in our- 
selves and contempt of others, instead of 
leading to sanctifying communion with 6od» 
conformity to Christ, and zealous, selfi^leni- 
ed activity for the advancement of his cause. 
Oh how much is there among us of evan- 
gelical preaching and doctrinal knowle^e 
compared with the living exhibitions of prac- 
tical piety and pure and undefiled religion ! 
Without an increase of personal religion 
among the members of the professing church, 
of Christ, it is unpossible that any rapiil 
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or remarkable extension of that church can 
take place. So long as there is much of 
barren speculation instead of personal de- 
Totedness and prayer — so long as we are 
overrun with conformity to this present 
world in its &8hions» its maxims, and its 
spirit — ^with that love of ease which declines 
all arduous exertions in the cause of Christ 
— >with that proneness to worldly indulgence 
which refuses any sacrifice that calls for a 
perceptible retrenchment on the means of 
pleasure — ^with many of those works of the 
flesh by which the Spirit of God is grieved 
and the character of true Christianity mis- 
represented — so long the most effectual 
means of commending the truth to the 
world have no existence, and those which 
are employed must want that abundant 
blessing &om Heaven which is indispensa- 
ble to prosperity. In order to the abun- 
dant success which we desire, it is neces- 
sary that the gospel should not only be 
preached in discourses from the pulpit 
and treatises from the press — ^not only held 
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up to view in the various plans of religious 
institutbns and the operations of their va- 
rious agencies — ^but above all, recommend* 
ed by the holy conduct and living activities 
of the whole body of the professing church, 
in all its connexions with society, and in all 
the intercourse of its members with uncon^ 
verted men. 

If the source and influence of this defi- 
ciency be as has been described, how is it 
to be remedied but by endeavouring, with 
divine assistance, to urge upon Christians 
and Christian churches generally the ne- 
cessity of a revival of personal religion 
among them ; by sending them to the se- 
rious examination of their own hearts, to 
humiliation before God, and to earnest 
prayer in private and in public, for the 
communication of more abundant measures 
of gracious influence from above to them- 
selves, and for the pouring forth of the Spi- 
rit of God on their families, and on the 
churches of Christ, and on the world ? If 
personal spiritual prosperity can be main- 
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ttfned alone by the habit of waiting upon 
6od« and copioiis supplies of light and 
grsee from above, to what can we so sea* 
sonably direct ourselves and others as a re- 
medy for coldness and declension, as to that 
spiiritual exereise naad habit £rom neglect 
of which it originated? It is true that 
we may discover a variety of co-operating 
causes of the evils which do exist ; but these 
have themselves originated in the impairing 
of that vital principle which b fed by more 
seont springs. If, from resorting to thestf 
more earnestly, personal and social Chris- 
tianity cotee to flourish and prosper anew 
among us^ we shall be led effectually to the 
vensledying of those other evils, which wifl 
pidbably, until then, be exposed and con- 
demned in vain. Such spiritual prosperity 
wiU be accompanied by that conscientious 
legtttd to the authority of Christ, which is 
tJie best ptepsration for obeying all his will. 
It win draw in its train those fruits of the 
Spirit, those Christian tempers, of forbear- 
aboe> of ttieeknesi^ of eandoiir^ of love 
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among the disciples of Christ to eaci 
for the truth^s sake, which wUl dispose 
to submit with readiness to mutual h 
tion, to cultivate union with each otl 
of love to their common Head ; an 
they will be led to see eye to eye wl 
Lord builds up Zion. * 

* I am aware that prayer far the outpouris 
Holj Spirit has been, and may be, recommi 
terms which Scripture sobriety does not justify 
have spoken of this divine gift as if they expect 
thing actuaUy miraculous, something altogethe 
the church in the present day, conferred indep 
of the word, and in a manner ahnost perceptib! 
■oases. None, however, ought to aUow them 
be prejudiced against important truth and imper; 
ty by the erroneous manner in which these he 
sometimes enforced. Let them unite with others 
ing for what all Christians must surely agree in 
a remarkable measure of that influence which is 
ed to be indispensable to the conversion of an; 
God. And let it be remembered, that an opp 
treme, — in which the distinct agency and perso 
the Spirit is lost sight of amidst general terms, 
idea of revival excluded by the use of a too caut 
measured phraseology,— .is still more dishonouri] 
Sphit of God, and more detzimental to the int 
vital religion. 
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The inculcation of the doctrine and duty^ 
lentioned in the text, is also connected with 
16 extension of the church inasmuch as it 
lay be expected to lead directly to that pray- 
* for the gift of the Spirit in answer to which 
le Spirit will be bestowed. The church of 
hrist unquestionably needs to learn, in 
mnexion with all its efforts to advance the 
l«deemer^s cause, more of the habit of de- 
endence on God and prayer for his bless- 
ig. It will be denied, we suppose, by none 
ho have had their eye on the recent his- 
vry of the religious world, that human in- 
Tumentality has been exalted to a place in 
le confidence of Christians to which it has 
claim, and the indispensable agency of 
fod in his own cause too much practical- 
^ overlooked. It is affecting and hum- 
ling to think how much that self-dependence 
hich, in the individual Christian, is con« 
ssed to be contrary to the mind of God, 
IS been indulged by the church in its 
»llective efforts; how little humble ac- 
lowledgment there has been of that power 
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without which it ia confessed we can do ni 
thing; how much idolatry of the persons an 
exertions of men; what secukrity in tl 
spirit imd measures of public institutioni 
what self-complacency in success, as if tl 
might of OUT own arm had gotten us the vi 
tory ; what despondency under disappoin 
ment, as if our hope were gone when our c 
forts had fiuled, and the Lord^s hand we 
shortened that he could not save! Unl 
these evils be removed, God cannot recei^ 
the honour due to him in his own wori 
and it seems to be his purpose to remo^ 
them. He has been teaching us the wea 
ness of oiur own strength, the blindness ai 
ignorance of our own plans. He has wit 
held success, except just in such a me 
sure as has kept us from absolute despai 
He has been shewing us that human insl 
tutions are not perfect, and that the be 
even of his servants are erring men lil 
others. He has made tha weak things 
the world confound the mighty, and shei 
us that religion will flourish most whe 
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prayer is practiBed, and the influences of his 
Spirit implored. He has thus been driv- 
ing the church to its own peculiar place and 
province, and pointing out the means in the 
use of which his people will ever be strong- 
est. And the sooner, my brethren, that 
we as an individual Christian society are 
brought entirely to this position ; the sooner 
that the whole church learns to associate all 
its seal and all its efforts with exclusive de- 
pendence on the grace of their exalted 
Head; the more speedily will desires for en- 
largement be satisfied, in the accomplishment 
of which the honour will then redound to 
him who cannot give his glory to another, 
and least of all make his mercies subservi- 
ent to the exaltation of sinful man. 

II. In the second place, the duty of asking 
firom God his Holy Spirit, ought to be especi- 
ally connected in our minds with a reference 
to the following objects, which go very much 
together in the revival and advancement of 
the cause of Grod«--personal religion, fami- 
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ly religion, spiritual prosperity in churches, 
and the wider diffusion of the truth through- 
out the world. 

1. It ought to be connected with P£Bso- 

NAL RELIGION. 

On this something has been already said ; 
but it is a matter of such vast importance 
that we cannot pass it here without caUing 
your attention to it more pointedly. Much 
has been said of late on the subject of revi- 
val of religion among churches, and on the 
necessity of general prayer to God for it. 
None can question that it is most earnestly 
to be longed for ; none can doubt the pro- 
priety of seeking it in social prayer. But 
it is of the very last consequence, that each 
individual Christian should consider it as 
depending on individual revival in religion. 
The object desired cannot possibly be at- 
tained so long as each satisfies himself with 
general confessions and lamentations, how- 
ever sincere, and looks for reformation to 
commence elsewhere. It would be a most 
essential mistake to transfer the business of 
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revival to general remedies, and to trust to 
public meetings for prayer, and new exter- 
nal opportunities, for the blessing which 
we profeefs to desire. The chief advantage 
of these condsts in their tendency to excite 
to the use of those means which every one 
must resort to for himself, and which n6 
othei^ can possibly apply for him. To this, 
under a deep conviction that all is in vaiii 
without it, we wish to direct your Iwrious 
attention. The language of God to each of 
us is. Draw nigh to Gody and he wUl draw 
nigh to you. We are called first to the 
business of earnest personal appliciation to 
the source of heavenly grace. The king- 
dom of God Cometh not with outward 
shew : neither shall they say, h here, or 
lo there ; for behold, the kingdom of God 
is within you. Within us the kingdom of 
God has its commencement ; and its inter- 
ests must be revived within us. If we have 
left our first love, let us repair anew to the 
source of holy affection from which our eai'- 

lier prosperity flowed. Let us betake our- 

8 
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selves to the blessed discoveries of redeeming 
love; let us contemplate anew the wonders 
of reconciliation ; and seek again the rich 
effusions of the Spirit of grace, who takes 
and shews us of the things of Christ, and 
leads to the everlasting sources of life and 
consolation. Let us consecrate ourselves 
anew to Him whose purchased property we 
are ; by whose death we live ; and present 
to him our bodies a living sacrifice. Let us 
live nearer to his mercy-seat, choose Him 
with fuller purpose of heart as the portion of 
our souls, set our affections more intently on 
things above, walk on earth as strangers and 
pilgrims, anticipate with more of holy long- 
ing the heavenly inheritance : and thus, by 
strength communicated inwardly, let us rise 
to greater devotedness of Christian charac- 
ter; and go forth from the. communion of 
the closet, to the family, to the church, and 
to the world, to conduct our whole inter- 
course with them more to the glory of that 
God whose we are and whom we serve. We 
know not half the blessedness of a Christian 
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even on earth, if we continue halting be- 
tween this world and the next, or satisfy 
ourselves with poor attainments in know- 
ledge, and low degrees in conformity to 
God. 

Do not think it superfluous that we insist 
on this important topic. It is well that 
meetiiigs for social prayer should be observ- 
ed ; and much should we regret to see them 
forsaken or undervalued by any who seek 
the prosperity of Zion. But let us remem- 
ber, that we must bring a praying spirit to 
them ; and where is such a spirit to be found 
bnt in the exercise of secret intercourse with 
God ? How is it to be attained but by pray- 
ing to our Father who seeth in secret, for 
that gift which the text promises to all who 
ask it ? Unless social meetings are the re- 
sult of such private communion, or actually 
lead to it, we may be assured they will degen- 
erate into that formality from which it is 
their purpose to deliver us ; and when the tem- 
porary excitement has subsided, all will be- 
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come lifeless and barren as before.* We 
preach and speak, my brethren, to no pur- 
pose, of the revival of religion, unless each 
be sent to his own heart to have it revived 
there. The Scriptures ftimish us with but 
one way of promoting personal prosperity, 
and if that be not adopted and followed by 
individual Christians, the preacher has only 
spoken to the air, and has to begin his work 
again. 

* The revival of religion among churches most gnaU 
Ij depend on the public and private labours of those who 
minister to them ; and this ought certainly to lead aU 
who hold situations so responsible, to serious examina- 
tion into the state of religion in their own hearts, and Into 
the character of their ministrations. Revival must geoor- 
ally begin from the pulpit, and it must mainly be cani* 
ed on by an increased and continued impression of the 
power of religion manifested in public teaching. In pri- 
vate visitation, and in the other labours of the mfaiistiy. 
Just as certainly as private Christians wo«ld be disap- 
pointed were they to leave their own revival to public 
prayer meetings, would the ministers of the gospel fail in 
their hopes were they not to accompany the increase of pray- 
er with increased assiduity in aU the duties of their oflke. 
I am fai from pieiuming to lecture my re s pected brethren 
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One thing further we must press upon 
you in connexion with this part of the sub- 
ject, and that is, the necessity of having a 
sufficient portion of daily time secured from 
the avocations of ordinary business, and set 
apart to the purpose of intercourse with God. 
Every one's experience will inform him 
that it is impossible for the mind to pass 
instantaneously from temporal concerns and 
the state of feeling which they generate, 



in the ministry, but merely express a conviction which 
I know they entertain, in common, as I trust, with my- 
self. It may also be of importance to observe, that the 
appointment of public occasions of prayer, ought not to 
much to be with the expectation of first awakening the 
gpirit of prayer, as for the purpose of giving expression 
to feelings already called forth. The first excitement 
miist be generally the result of awakening exhortation 
fzom the pulpit. It will seldom be produced by a ser- 
mon or two, but will require that perseverance in exhor- 
tation which is necessary to produce any permanent im- 
pression on a body of individuals. Unless the spirit of 
prayer be really awakened and kept alive in this way, 
public meetings will not be found to answer the pur- 
poMS for which they are appointed. 
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to a realizmg impression of eternal things. 
To regain the perception and reUsh of the 
hitter, time is necessary ; and unless that 
time bo devoted by each for himself, per- 
sonal prosperity is unattainable by means of 
social services. We must not separate one 
duty of personal religion from another, nor 
look to any particular measure as a panacea 
for every evil. The whole of the requisite 
means of improvement must go together. 
To the neglect of daily meditation and pray- 
er, may be mainly ascribed the low condi- 
tion to which the religion of many profesB- 
ors among us is reduced. Prayer for spiri- 
tual influence must be frequent and habi- 
tual, as well as fervent while it lasts. Ne- 
cessity, it is true, sometimes occasions much 
occupation with the world, and prevents the 
desired abstraction of time for better objects. 
But it is not less true that this necessity gen- 
erally comes very far short of the extent to 
which it is used as an apology to conscience 
and to God. Our worldly callings must 
not be neglected, but can the excuse be ad- 
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mitted when Christians, without satisfying 
themselves with food and raiment, and such 
things as are needful for the body, — all 
which things their heavenly Father has en^ 
gaged to provide for them to the last hour 
of their abode below, — ^pursue business with 
an intensity and to an extent which have no 
object but the procuring of luxuries for 
present enjoyment, or the laying up of trea- 
sures for future years P — ^And while it is 
proper to speak with sympathy and consid- 
eration of the condition of mothers of fami- 
lies^ surrounded by the calls of domestic 
duty, it is exceedingly to be lamented, in 
connexion more particularly with the inter- 
ests of domestic religion, that their anxieties 
about temporal matters too {frequently over- 
whdm, almost entirely, the care of the li& 
which is to come. It is often deplorable to 
see to what an extent the time and thoughts 
of Christian females, particularly among the 
middling and lower classes of society, are 
withdrawn fiN>m religious concerns, and to 
how low an ebb the Ufe of religion in the 
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soul is reduced. Thus, with business a- 
broad, and domestic concerns at home, the 
heads of Christian households conspire to 
drag down each other to a condition on the 
borders of spiritual death. 

While, then, we speak of the necessity of 
prayer for divine influence, we must re- 
mind you that time must be devoted to such 
prayer and the concerns connected with it 
Do Christians agree in condemning an ex- 
cuse for the entire neglect of religion on the 
ground of worldly entanglements, and shall 
they embrace such a plea when used to apo- 
logize for giving it a very subordinate place 
in their attention ? Or can any secular con- 
cerns whatever furnish a valid reason for 
losing sight of the flrst end of the life of an 
immortal being, and leaving our most preci- 
ous well-being to shift for itself, without any 
care but what God, in his much long-suffer- 
ing, is pleased to take for it ? Let there 
only be a determination to redeem time from 
your daily concerns, and you will find it 
generally possible to effect it. Let yov 
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hearts be set on the right objects, and you 
will see that you may often plead the neces- 
sity the other way, and say to the calls of 
the world. Go thy way for this time ; when 
I have a more convenient season I will 
send for thee. O how much you would 
find it your happiness to do so ! Then 
would your peace he as a river ^ and your 
righteousness as the waves of the sea, 

2. The duty of asking from God his Ho- 
ly Spirit, ought to be observed with a spe- 
cial reference to family religion. 

If the responsibility of Christian parents, 
in the relation which they sustain to their 
offspring, be not of so extensive a kind as 
that incurred in public stations in the church, 
it ought surely to be felt to be, in proportion 
to its extent, more sacred and solemn than 
any other. Under their immediate eye, and 
subject to a most powerful influence for 
good or evil in their religious example, im- 
mortal beings commence an existence for 
eternity ; and by the commencement of 
thai existence its ftiture character is, gener- 
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ally spealdng, determined. How thonld 
the minds of parents dwell on this deeply 
affecting fact ! With what solicitude should 
they think of the immortality of their .chil- 
dren's being, as constituting the great bur- 
den of all the duties which they owe to them, 
and of all the offices of affection they can 
ever render to them ! DreadAil la the 
charge of deficiency which Ues against sudi 
as have neglected the season for training 
their children for Grod, and preparing them 
for blessedness. 

The subject we are considering directs 
us to one essential part of parental duty, 
prayer to God for the spiritual weU-being of 
children. This is identified with prayer for 
the communication of converting grace, of 
those influences which we are encouraged in 
the text to ask for ourselves and others. 
Let parents enquire whether or not they 
have kept in view, as they ought, this indis- 
pensable part of duty towards their o£P- 
spring. Have they not stopped short with 
the employment of means, and have their 
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prayers not been more the observance of a 
fimn than the utterance of earnest and un- 
portunate desire ? Or have they indeed re- 
fused to rest contented with advantages and 
prospects which reach only to their chil- 
dren's temporal well-being ; and bent their 
most ardent wishes, and directed their un- 
ceasing prayers, to the obtaining for them of 
die gifts which God bestows ? Oh can it 
ever be that a Christian father should for- 
get that the best inheritance he can provide 
for his children is an interest in his heaven- 
ly Father's love ? Or can a Christian mo- 
ther cease to travail in birth for the souls of 
those whom she has been the means of 
bringing into this world of sin, and who are 
but passing through it with herself to an 
eternal scene of being ? If such impres- 
sions have not influenced you as they ought 
in trainmg up your oflspring, it is tune that 
religion were revived in your families. Be- 
gin the reformation with confession, humili- 
ation, and repentance in the sight of God. 
Bear your diildren anew on your hearts in 
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secret before the throne of mercy, anc 
out your earnest intercessions for 
Believing that God is faithful to hi 
mises, put him in remembrance of a 
he has said respecting his people"*s 
Plead the import of that ordinance in '' 
in obedience to his will, you have ded 
your offspring to him. Plead the pi 
of the everlasting covenant, first gr\ 
the father of the faithful, / will be < 
to thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
promise was repeated afterwards on 
occasions to the church : " My Spirit 
is upon thee, and my words which ] 
put in thy mouth, shall not depart 
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth < 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, saith the Lord, from hencefort 
for ever." * — " The children of th' 
vants shall continue, and their seed si: 
established before thee.''"!- And in 
mony to the application of such declai 

• laiu lix. 21. f PsfQ. cU. i 
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to New Testament times, we have, among 
many other things, the words of Peter on 
the day of Pentecost, ^^ The promise is un- 
to you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, eyen as many as the Lord our 
Grod shall call.'" * Let parents ask from 
God with a fdth reaching to the full extent 
of these promises, and let them ask with 
that effectual fervent prayer which avail- 
eth much. 

But forget not that such prayer must be 
connected, in order to success, with the 
fiuthful application to their minds of the 
truths and persuasives of the gospel. The 
renewing influences of the Spirit of God 
are associated with the operation of truth on 
the conscience and heart. Make it your as* 
siduous endeavour, then, to explain evange- 
lical truth to their understandings ; and es« 
pecially to press its affecting motives upon 
their hearts, with the pathos which rightly 
directed anxiety and fervent affection will 



• Acts U. 39. 

9. 
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inspire. Religion, we must remeinb 
not a mere branch of education to be 
ed by the young like other matters < 
dinary acquisition. Its truths should 1 
forced upon their consciences as God** 
suasives to sinful creatures to turn &o 
way of death and seek their happin 
him. And forget not, that the soul 
parental influence, in persuading to rel 
is the manifestation in word and cond 
a deep sense of its truth and paramou 
portance. A parent may observe in ] 
mily, as well as elsewhere, a form of 
ness, such that little fault can be foun< 
it, and yet as little good result fr< 
There may be a form of family worst 
family instruction, of family church-g 
while throughout the whole the vital po 
religion does not appear — so that the 
bers of the household shall feel^ alt] 
they may not utter their impression, th 
parent has little real anxiety upon the su 
has not the concerns of his children 
mortality deeply at heart, is quite satisi 
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see things move on in the established round 
of family habits, and has his heart far more 
engaged with this world than with the next. 
Be entreated, my friends, to rouse your- 
selves from such a fruitless routine of family 
duty if you have fallen into it ; and wonder 
not if you have not seen your occasional 
prayers successful in the conversion of your 
offspring to God, if you have not experi- 
enced his blessing on means of such a des- 
cription as this. Display a spirit and con- 
duct in accordance with your professions. 
Walk before your household with a more 
perfect heart. Commend the things of 
eternity to them by that sincerity of con- 
duct which is more persuasive than a thou- 
sand arguments. Apply with new earnest- 
ness to the duties of instruction and of 
prayer. Let it be the first wish of every 
Christian with regard to the revival of reli- 
gion in the churches, that it may compre- 
hend the families of their members. Thence 
we may expect the church of Christ, in the 
first instance, to be mainly replenished. And 
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let heads of families consider, while the pioft* 
perity of the churches is asked from Grod| 
that they have one of the most efBoient 
means of advancing it in their own hands. . 
8. The duty of asking from God hi^ 
Holy Spirit, ought to be observed with ror 
ference to the sfibitual fbospebitt of 

CHURCHES. 

*^ In all places,^ said God to ancient Is- 
rael, ^^ where I record my name, I will 
come unto thee, and I will bless thee.^ * 
The Saviour^s promise was still more speci- 
fic, *^ Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.^ -(* The messages which he sent 
to his churches by his apostles, for the re* 
medying of defect and disorder, and for an- 
imating them to duty, intimate the care 
which he takes of them individually. He 
walks among the seven candlesticks. His 
churches, however multiplied, form but parts 
of his one body ; it is his will that they 

• Ezod. zz. 24. t Matt ziriii. 90» 
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uld grow up to him their Head in all 
igs ; and that, walking in the comfort of 
Holy Ghost, they should be multiplied. 
5 are warranted, therefore, to pray for 
outpouring of the Spirit of Christ up- 
his churches, if we are warranted to pray 
it at all. Into whatever state a church 
f have fallen as to lukewarmness and im- 
ity, if it remain a church of Christ stiU, 
the ordinances, worship, and doctrine, 
ch belong to such a church, we have 
and in the promises of God to pray for 
prosperity as such. That prosperity 
sists in the faithful and zealous discharge 
luty on the part of its oflBce-bearers ; in 
increase of vital godUness in the souls 
ts truly spiritual members ; in the con- 
don to God of its formal and false pro- 
ors, or in their separation if they remain 
enitent; in the augmentation of its 
ibers from the world ; and in the in- 
ise of the whole body in Christian de- 
idness and activity in the service of 
ist. These improvements are all the 
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legitimate ohjectB of prayer ; and altb 
God may haye his own ways and timi 
accomplishing what is asked, yet the 
cient agent in all spiritual improvemc 
the Spirit of Grod, by his enlightc 
converting, and sanctifying influencef 
the instrumentality has gone wron 
has been firom the withdrawment of h 
fluences ; it must be restored to effic 
by the communication of them again. 
For this end, then, let the memb 
churches, according to the encouragi 
tin the text, ask the Spirit whom Go 
promised. By assuring us that h( 
hear prayer, God has placed a most i) 
tent means of promoting a churches pr< 
ity within the power of its humblest 
ber. Let not any well-wisher to 
neglect this means. Be not satisfiec 
assenting to the obligations of the 
Labour to surmount the indifierena 
reluctance which carnal nature ente 
to compliance with it. Commence, 
of all, in your closets^ with that ei 
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wrestling with God which will at once in- 
crease your desires and bring down the pro- 
mised blessing. It becomes us to wish grace 
and peace to all who love Christ in sinceri- 
ty ; but let us not forget that the interest of 
the individual church with which we are 
connected lies, as our first concern, upon 
each of us. Let us examine ourselves, then, 
as in the sight of God with reference to this 
part of duty. We know there are some, 
we hope there are many, among you, who 
pray without ceasing for the more abun- 
dant effusion of divine influence upon our 
ehurches. But still, let us examine our- 
selves. Do we ask with fervent desire—do 
we ask with undoubting assurance that God 
hears prayer— -do we ask with large expec- 
tations drawn from a consideration of the 
exceeding greatness of his power---do we 
ask with the unwearying importunity which 
God delights in, and from which he will 
withhold nothing that is good? Do we 
endeavour from day to day to conquer our 
natural iqpathy, and to stir owrsehjes up^ 
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according to the prophet^s express! 
take hold on God, and to beseech 
arise and plead his own cause ? H 
our returning seasons of special ] 
when this object of petition may be 
with greater preparation of mind ai 
vour of supplication ? Until we are t 
fected in reference to the interests of th 
amongst us, we have no just impres 
the duty which we owe to it. And < 
ably indeed do we fall behind our 
tions, if we confine our requests to 
occasions, or satisfy ourselves in ' 
with a few brief and formal sentence 
ployed rather to quiet our conscience 
in the sincere hope of obtaining our 
from God. — But again, let meml 
churches recollect our Lord's assi 
If two of you shall agree on ea\ 
touching any thing that they shall 
shall he done for them of my Fathi 
is in heaven. This promise is ricl 
mercy to the church ; let us not lo 
unspeakable, advantage of fully acting 
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it. Let the members of every church think 
of it, and proceed upon it. Surely there are 
little companies to be found among them 
who can agree to seek so desirable a good, 
and can also agree to meet together for the 
purpose. Plans of this kind must be' the 
spontaneous suggestion of individuals in- 
clined thus to unite together. Let them 
originate in desires already existing, and 
they will be most likely to be beneficial and 
permanent. The Hearer of prayer delights 
rather in the fervent petitions of a few, than 
in formal services from numbers : he has 
assured us of his regard to real concert in 
prayer in any circumstances, by mention- 
ing the smallest number between whom un- 
ion can take place. If two of you shall 
agree on earthy it shall he done for them 
of my Father who is in heaven. 

And, once more, let churches in their 
collective capacity imitate the example of 
social prayer set by the first disciples of 
Christ. We read that the hundred and 
twenty, in expectation of the promised bless* 
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ing, ^* all continued with one accoid ii 
prayer and supplication.^^ We have al 
ready seen that on another occasion tb 
company of the disciples lifted up thei 
voice to God with one accord, and that be 
fore they separated their requests w&^ 
granted.-!* It is true that we have already 
at our ordinary Sabbath and weekly meet 
ings, opportunities for social prayer. Bu 
the revival of reUgion among us which w 
so much need, is a blessing spedaUy to b 
implored from God, and why should no 
special occasions be set apart for this pui 
pose ?l We may know enough of hmnm 
nature — ^to assign no higher reason— ^to b 

• Acts i. 14. + Ibid. IT. 24. 

f Sinee the aboTe was addressed to the diurch t 
which the author ministors, he has had the happinst 
of witnessing the formation of weekly meetings for spe 
cial prayer among four churches in Edinburgh am 
Leith. These pass by rotation to the different places o 
worship in which the churches assemble. They hav 
resulted from that mpression on the subject of "ptmje 
which seems to haye been felt simultaneously amoni 
most of the Independent churches in England and in thi 
country^ and among Christians of all denominatUHUk 
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flfied, that something out of the usual 
Tse is necessary in order to awaken at- 
tion, and produce a deeper impression 
the importance of an object that has too 
ch been lost sight of. And if by this 
ms more fervent prayer is offered, the 
wer firom above will correspond to it. 
meetings of considerable numbers, the 
atest evil is the danger of formality 
^ing in, and this danger ought very 
nestly to be guarded against both by their 
ductors and by all who assemble. But 
Jiis evil be obviated, they have a most 
^erful influence in exciting to deeper 
oem in the affairs of personal and social 
jion. This we need not labour to prove, 
all the social institutions appointed by 
Head of the church, proceed upon ita 
ling true. Let nie rather press upon 
, my brethren, the importance and the 
gation of embracing such occasions of 
al prayer. Think not lightly, we be- 
ik you, of any plans for stirring you up 
greater earnestness in the concerns of 
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Christ^s kingdom. Think not that too much 
is said of the obligation and importance of 
prayer, or that the expectations entertained 
of its efficacy are extravagant. Only let the 
word of God be consulted, and you will 
find in it a correction of such an error. If 
we fail in obtaining the promised good, the 
failure is on our part, and not on GtxTs ; 
if we are straitened, it is not in him but 
in ourselves. Take not your impressions 
on the subject of prayer from the sentiments 
of a world lying in spiritual blindness, to 
which the things of God appear foolishness. 
Take them not from the unbelieving sug- 
gestions of your own hearts. Remember 
that the word of God is not a cunningly 
devised fable, and that he is not a man that 
he should lie, nor the son of man that he 
should repent. Seek* increased strength of 
faith, that you may connect every pro- 
mise in the divine word with your own 
condition; that you may realize the pre- 
sence, and presiding power, and unchang- 
ing faithfulness, of the Most High ; that, in 
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\ midst of things seen and temporal, you 
y live to things unseen and eternal. In 
Iging of the efficacy of prayer, apply the 
idom which cometh down from aboTe^ 
1 not that of erring men. Sacrifice your 
fishness and love of ease; and seek not your 
n things, but the things which are Jesus 
orist^s. Shake off the spirit of formality, 
1 unite, not in appearances merely, but in 
irt, with fellow Christians, in calling up- 

God out of a pure conscience, and in 
»king that heavenly gift which none shall 
sr ask in vain. It certainly becomes us 

such duties to avoid ostentation ; for 

rely never can spiritual pride be more of- 

isively displayed by us, than when hum- 

ng ourselves before God, and coilfessing 

r unfruitfulness, poverty, and : depen- 

nee. But, on the other hand, let' us not 

rink from the ridicule or wonderbf the 

rid. Surely we may. disregard the opin- 

is of a fellow-worm, when coming to the 

yrd of men and angels for his abundant 

Bce. Fear ye noi^ sqrs Jehovah to 

S 
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church, the reproach of men^ neither be 
ye afraid of their revillngs ; for the moth 
shall eat them up like a garment^ and the 
worm shall eat them like wool ; hut my 
righteousness shaU he for ever^ and my 
salvation from generation to generation. 

We might observe here, as on the sub- 
ject of family religion, that social prayer 
must be connected, in order to spiritual 
prosperity, with the faithful discharge of the 
various obligations due &om the members 
of a church to each other, and to the world 
around. But this presents a field on which 
it is impossible here to enter. 

4. The duty of asking from God his Ho- 
ly Spiri.:, ought to be connected with a re- 
ference |o the GENEBAL ADVANCEMENT OF 
THE CAUSE OF GOD ON EARTH. 

Pra^for the peace of Jerusalem^ said 
the rp^al psalmist-— -and his words apply as 
emp^liatically to the general church as to the 
Jewish — they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls^ and prosperity 
within thy palaces. Because of the house 
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o^ the Lord our Godj I will seek thy good. 
Our prayers for the church are founded on 
the promises of God ; and the prophetic 
scriptures are full of such promises. They 
exhaust the stores of language and poetic 
imagery to represent the wonders which 
shall one day be seen on earth. They war- 
rant us to look for scenes of moral and spi- 
ritual loveliness, such as eye has never seen, 
nor the imagination of man conceived. It 
is impossible by mere quotations to convey 
any adequate impression of the richness, 
the largeness, the sublimity, the gradous- 
ness, of the predictions of the divine word 
respectmg the blessedness of the church in 
mill^inial days. These predictions ought 
to be studied, and dwelt upon in private 
meditation, by eveiy lover of Zion, till his 
mind is in some measure filled with the glo- 
rious objects of anticipation, and assimilat- 
ed to their pure and celestial character. 
Our desires for the coming of Christy's king- 
dom should be associated with the most se- 
cret exercises of personal religion, and 
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wTOuglit into our spiritual nature. They 
ought not to come by fits and starts, nor de* 
pend on mere external excitement. Let us fix 
our faith on the word and power of the Lord 
God Omnipotent, whose arm is not shorten- 
ed that it cannot save. Let us look aboye 
second causes, and beyond the scenes of deso- 
lation and disorder which we still see around 
us : and as our souls expand in holy longing, 
let us draw near to plead wich Him to whom 
his cause is still dearer than it is to us. Let 
us put him in remembrance of all his pro- 
mises. Let us make mention of his ever- 
lastbg covenant, and of the sure mercies of 
David on which he has caused his church 
to hope. Let us remind him of the travail 
of the Redeemer's soul ; and of his own en- 
gagement to his Elect, that he should see his 
seed and prolong his days, and be satisfied 
in beholding the pleasureof Jehovah prosper- 
ing in his hand. Let us plead with God the 
love he has declared from the beginning to 
his church; his purpose of compassion to a 
lost world ; his grand design of bringing glory 
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to himself in the highest by shewing mercy 
to man. We may gather arguments from 
the whole word of God ; we may find strong 
confirmation to faith in all his dealings with 
our race. Our great error is, not that we 
hope for too much from him, but expect too 
little. We cannot give credit to his assur- 
ances in their full import, nor conceive the 
extent in which he is wiUing to display his 
power. We take the present course of 
things too much as oiur standard, and judge 
of what may be from what has been and is. 
We are astonished and incredulous when 
we hear from other parts of the earth of 
times of refreshing from on high to which 
we have been unaccustomed ; even while we 
know that the Spirit is as the wuid which 
bloweth where it lisieth, that there have 
been days when thousands were born at 
once, and that there must be such days 
again before the earth can be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea. 

In making supplication on behalf of the 
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cause of Grod, we ought not to satisfy onzu 
selves with petitions which embrace only a 
general survey of the field of Christian phi- 
lanthropy. While prayer can comprehend 
the whole family of man, it will naturally "fix 
with peculiar interest on particular portions 
of the work of Grod which lie more under 
our immediate view; and from these, as 
our centre of observation, we shall with ad^ 
vantage extend the ardour of Christian be- 
nevolence to the world at large. How loud 
is the call to prayer £rom every part of the 
field of labour I How great the need of de- 
scending showers of blessing upon the bar- 
ren wastes around I The heritage of God it- 
self thirsts for a plentiful rain. The church* 
es of Christ cry out for a time of refresh- 
ing and renewed fertility. The families of 
the people of God greatly need visitations 
of mercy ; schools for religious education ; 
missions at home, and missions abroad, in 
the country and in the city ; religious insti- 
tutions in all their diversified operations; 
every plan of usefulness, every missionary. 
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«Mry station, every attempt of the friends 
of tnith to extend its dominion — all cry out 
for those influences from above, without 
vhich the reign of desolation must be per- 
petual, and send us to prayer as our grand 
resource. We have seen, in recent years, 
a time of activity on behalf of truth unex- 
ampled in the church since apostolic days, 
but in which the good has been largely 
mingled with infirmity, and especially with 
confidence in man, and the love of human 
applause. Is not a still better time at hand, 
when the friends of Zion shall love her with 
purer hearts ? when they shall take pleasure 
in her stones, and favour the dust there- 
of? when they shall remember that God is 
their rock, and say, with a sense of depen- 
dence which both humbles and exalts them, 
God be merciful to us nmd bless usj and 
cause his face to shine upon us ; that 
thy way may be known upon earth, thy 
saving health among all nations I — Then 
should the earth yield her increase ; God, 
even our own God, should bless us, and 
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all the ends of the earth should fea\ 
him. Such shall be ultimately the charac 
ter, and the blessedness, of the church. Hi 
who has redeemed Zion, beholds her witi 
unalterabl .ilove. He has graven her upoi 
the palnit-<Jr his hands, her walls are cob 
tinually Ktfore him. The Lord hath cho 
sen Zion ; he hath desired it for his ha 
bitation. This is my rest for ever ; her 
will I dwell ; f(yr I have desired it, Tho\ 
shall call thy walls Salvation^ and th 
gates Praise, A little one shall become 
thousand, and a small one a strong nc 
tion; I the Lord will hasten it in hi 
tim^e. 

To return for a little to the personal aj 
plication of the passage before us. Th 
promise of the gift of the Father is not n 
stricted to any class of human character 
nor limited by any condition except thi 
which the text itself expresses, — that we ae 
from God the gift which he has so grac 
ously declared his willingness to bestoi 
The influences of the Spirit of God, b 
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which the fioul of sinful man is sanctified 
and made meet for the inheritance in light, 
constitute a part of that rich provision'to 
which every starving soul is invited in iim 
message of everlasting mercy.*^^^ They are 
comprehended under those deli^Q* . al images 
by which the refreshments of spiritual bliss 
are commended to men panting after hap- 
piness — Hoy every one thai thirateth^teome 
ye to the watera.'^And the Spirit and the 
Bride say^ Come ; and let him that hear- 
eih aayy Come ; and let him that ia athirst 
come ; and whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely. — ^Nay, they are, 
under this figure, particulariy held forth lo 
universal acceptation by Christ himsdf, in 
bis address to the Jews on 'the last day of 
tbe feast at Jerusalem,-— 7/* any mwn thiret, 
let him come tmto me and drink: JSe 
that believeth on me^ as the Scripture 
hath eaidf out of his belly shall flow riv^ 
ers of living water. This, we are ex- 
pressly told, he spake of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on him should recdvie. 

N 
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vantage of revivals. A revival has been 
defined, " the work of the Holy Spirit car- 
ried on tp a greater extent than usual, in 
the conversion of sinners and the edification 
of believers.^ In this there is surely no- 
thing which ought to awaken prejudice in 
the minds of any who know what the work 
of the Spirit is. That this work should be 
more powerful and extensive in a religious 
community at one time than at another, we 
might expect from considering the course of 
religion in the minds of individuals, and what 
has been seen in the church in all ages. 
The life of a believer is one of continual 
backsliding, to a greater or less extent, and 
of continual recoveries from backsliding. 
The history of the church has, from the be- 
ginning, been one of the same kind. This 
is strikingly seen in the case of the chil- 
dren of Israel, in their successive apostasies 
from God, and their successive reformations ; 
and it has been not less conspicuous in the 
New Testament church, since it was plant- 
ed, to this day. The prophets laboured to 
produce revivals of religion; John the 
baptist preached for the same object ; the 
day of Pentecost was a remarkable revi- 
val of religion ; the epistles to the seven 
churches in Asia were designed to recal 
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them to their first love; the successive 
witnesses for Christ in the dark ages of 
papal usurpation were the instruments of 
successive revivals ; the protestant reform*^ 
tion consisted of a number of great revivals 
in different countries ; the religious impuls* 
es since given to the church by remarkable 
individuals, and by several separating bodies 
of Christians, were occasions of religious r&. 
yivaL In short, there never has been seen 
in the church that steady and orderly pro- 
gress of religion, t6 the idea of which many 
Christians are so partial. When most pre- 
judiced against revivals, it is probable that 
we then stand most in need of them. In 
all times and circumstances, there has exist- 
ed in the church — and the lessson which it 
teaches is a most affecting one — a constant 
tendency to relapse and decline ; and true 
leliffion has been kept alive in our sinAil 
world by a series of successive recoveries. 

Nor is there any thing in the rapid spread 
of religious excitement from one to another 
on these occasions, which ought at all to 
excite our incredulity as to its genuineness 
God has been, in aQ times, the hearer of 
prayer. When one Christian has been 
awakened from slumber, his prayers ascend 
to Gt>d for others around Mm, and he uses 
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Christ is the dispenser of this finvour, as of 
every other gift of heaven, to guilty men. 
He bids them *^ come to him,^ and find {nil 
satisfaction for all their spiritual necessities. 
He is the Mediator between God and man, 
by whom~«lone we can come to the Father, 
and by whom alone the Father^s mercy is 
conveyed to us. From a respect to his 
all-sufficient merits and atoning death, GiA 
can at once honourably acquit sinners of 
guilt, and bestow his Spirit to renew and 
purify them. Both blessings are held out 
together in the gospel testimony ; both 
. blessings are conferred on the same ground, 
and through the same medium ; and both 
must be asked and received together by the 
guilty, as the gifls of the Father^s mercy, 
and the fruits of the Saviour^s death and 
intercession. If any man desire these bless- 
ings, he has only to ask in order to receive] 
and that without money and without price. 
But if he despise them, his is the sin and 
the soul-destroying folly, and he must meel 
the conseqiiences. If any man have no\ 
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Ma SpUa of Christ he is none of Am^— 
If ye live after the flesh te shall dix, 
but if yej through the Spirit, do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 
And why should not every sinAil soul 
live, when the means of life are thus set 
befiore us in ail the fulness of divine liber- 
ality, recommended by the beseeching invi- 
tations of divine compassion ? Why should 
the needy and the perishing not ask of^Him 
who is ready to give them living water? 
Still the expostulation rises to the lips of all 
who have known from experience the soul- 
satisfying sweetness of spiritual good, and 
who know also that others have only to ac- 
cept of it to be happy too—" Wherefore 
do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread ? and your labour for that which sa- 
tisfieth not P^ Oh how pitiable the thought 
of perishing amidst abundance, and de- 
scending to eternal death after the wondrous 
discovery of God^s most unexpected mercy 
— ^mercy which meets our every want, and 
leaves to us nothing but to receive its bene- 
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vantage of revivals. A revival has been 
defined, " the work of the Holy Spirit car- 
ried on tp a greater extent than usual, in 
the conversion of sinners and the edification 
of believers.^ In this there is surely no- 
thing which ought to awaken prejudice in 
the minds of any who know what the work 
of the Spirit is. That this work should be 
more powerful and extensive in a religious 
community at one time than at another, we 
might expect from considering the course of 
religion in the minds of individuals, and what 
has been seen in the church in all ages. 
The life of a believer is one of continual 
backsliding, to a greater or less extent, and 
of continual recoveries from backsliding. 
The history of the church has, from the be- 
ginning, been one of the same kind. This 
is strikingly seen in the case of the chil- 
dren of Israel, in their successive apostasies 
from God, and their successive reformations ; 
and it has been not less conspicuous in the 
New Testament church, since it was plant- 
ed, to this day. The prophets laboured to 
produce revivals of religion; John the 
baptist preached for the same object ; the 
day of Pentecost was a remarkable revi- 
val of religion ; the epistles to the seven 
churches in Asia were designed to recal 
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them to their first love; the successive 
witnesses for Christ in the dark ages of 
papal usurpation were the instruments of 
aucoessiye revivals ; the protestant reformat 
tion consisted of a number of great revivals 
in different countries ; the religious impuls* 
es since given to the church by remarkable 
individujds, and by several separating bodies 
of Christians, were occasions of religious re* 
▼ivaL In short, there never has been seen 
in the church that steady and orderly pro- 
gress of religion, to the idea of which many 
Christians are so partial. When most pre* 
jodiced against revivals, it is probable that 
we then stand most in need of them. In 
all times and circumstances, there haa exist- 
ed in the church — and the lessson which it 
teaches is a most affecting one — a constant 
tendency to relapse and decline ; and true 
leliffion has been kept alive in our sinful 
world by a series of successive recoveries. 

Nor is there any thing in the rapid spread 
of religious excitement from one to another 
on these occasions, which ought at all to 
excite our incredulity as to its genuineness 
God has been, in aQ times, the hearer of 
prayer. When one Christian has been 
awakened from slumber, his prayers ascend 
to Gt>d for others around Mm, and he uses 
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Christ is the dispenser of this favour 
every other gift of heaven, to guilt; 
He bids them " come to him,^ and£ 
gfttis&ction for all their spiritual necc 
He is the Mediator between God an< 
by whom alone we can come to the 1 
and by whom alone the Father's m 
•cdnveyed to us. From a respect 
all-sufficient merits and atoning deat] 
can at once honourably acquit sin 
guilt, and bestow his Spirit to ren( 
purify them. Both blessings are h* 
t<^ther in the gospel testimony ; 
blessings are conferred on the same g 
and through the same medium ; an 
must be asked and received together 
guilty, as the gifts of the Father's 
and the fruits of the Saviour's dea 
intercession. If any man desire thes< 
ings, he has only to ask in order to i 
and that without money and withou 
But if he despise them, his is the s 
the soul-destroying folly, and he mu 
the consequences. If any man ha 
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the SjArii of Christ he is none of hia^^^ 
If ye live after the flesh ye shall dis, 
but if ye, through the Spirit, do mortify 
the, deeds of the body, ye shall live. 
And why should not every sinful soul 
live, when the means of life are thus set 
liefbre us in all the fulness of divine liber- 
ality, recommended by the beseeching invi- 
tations of divine compassion ? Why should 
the needy and the perishing not ask oPHim 
who is ready to give them living water P. 
Still the expostulation rises to the lips of all 
who have known from experience the soul- 
satisfying sweetness of spiritual good, and 
who know also that others have only to ac- 
cept of it to be happy too—" Wherefore 
do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread ? and your labour for that which sa- 
tisfieth not ?^ Oh how pitiable the thought 
of perishing amidst abundance, and de- 
scending to eternal death a&er the wondrous 
discovery of God'^s most unexpected mercy 
— ^mercy which meets our every want, and 
leaves to us nothing but to receive its bene- 
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means for impressing diyine truth upon 
their hearts; his prayers and endeavours 
are successful ; praying souls are multiplied ; 
and, in answer to prayer, the Spirit of God 
is shed forth abundantly both on the church 
and the world. 

When we consider, secondly, the facts 
respecting revivals, we find abundance to 
satisfy us that they are not scenes of enthu- 
siasm and delusion. Such a charge is not 
so likely to be brought against those which 
have taken place in former times, the fruits 
of which have been proved ; it is more like- 
ly to occur in reference to those of the pre- 
sent day. We refer particularly to the Amer- 
ican revivals, which have excited so much 
attention already in this country. That all 
these revivals, or any others, have always 
been conducted with uniform propriety, no 
one will say. It must be allowed, also, 
that they are sometimes described in lan- 
guage rather offensive to taste, and what is 
of more importance, inconsistent with just 
sentiment. But, after making every allow- 
ance, it appears unquestionable, at least in 
the judgment of the writer, that a vast amount 
of real spiritual good has resulted from them. 
This must be concluded from the united 
testimony of many most competent and jo- 
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dicious observers, who have had direct ac- 
quaintance with the circumstances attend- 
ing them. One of these judiciously defines 
a revival of religion, ^^ an uncommon and 
general interest in the subject of salvation, 
produced by the Holy Spirit, through the 
instrumentality of divine truth.""* He fur- 
ther describes its progress thus: — ^^ The 
work is very commonly preceded by a pre- 
vailing and affecting coldness on the sulgect 
of personal religion : such as leads Chris- 
tians to feel the necessity of extraordinary 
prayer for themselves as well as others. In 
Its progress, the thoughtless are alarmed ; 
convin^ of their guilt ; enquire what they 
shall do ; receive Jesus as their Saviour ; 
rejoice in hope of future glory; join 
themselves to the people of God ; and, in 
important respects, pursue a new course of 
life.^ It appears from the various accounts 
we have received of these revivals, that they 
«re accompanied and carried forward by thi 
application of the truth to the consaence 
by preaching and other modes of communi- 
cating religious instruction. As a speci- 
men of these seasons of revival, we tran- 



* The Rev. Baxter DickensoD, M. A. Massachuietts, 
United States. 



160 NOTE OX 

scribe the following letter, addressed by an 
excellent and estimable minister of Chriat, 
who went from this country, to a firiend in 

Edinburgh. It is dated, B , New 

Hampshire, Dec. 29. 1827. 

" My dear Brother, — I have good news 
for you. Our gracious Saviour has visited 
the people of my charge with a very plenti- 
ful effusion of his Holy Spirit. No tongue 
can describe what we have seen and tasted 
of the good word of life these three months 
past. We have had joys unspeakable and 
full of glory. With an exultation of soul: 
which is altogether indescribable, I av 
ready to say with the aged Simeon, ^ Nov 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, fb] 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.'' 

^^ The origin of this excitement was singii 
lar. Two young ladies of high standmj 
left this place a year or two ago, in a verj 
worldly state of mind. It pleased God U 
bring them both to Christ. They had lef 
one companion with whom they had beei 

{)eculiarly intimate. They became earnest 
y desirous of her salvation, which they die- 
covered by very pressing and ardent letters 
God blessed their letters, and the high 
minded lady became the humble, weepinj 
penitent. The spirit of penitence fipreac 
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among ns, and broken hearts were multi- 
plied. The church partook largely of the 
devotional spirit, and probably no one felt 
it more powerfully than the pastor. O! 
how delightful has been the work of the 
ministry these months past. I have preach- 
ed, prayed, exhorted, conversed, I trust 
with an unction from the Holy One, and 
though given to the work night and day. 
Sabbath and Saturday, I feel no weariness, 
no languor, no sickness. 

" The sovereignty of grace has been re- 
markable. Many decent moralists continue 
just as they were, whilst some of the most 
daring and hopeless are very clearly brought 
into the kingdom. I will select one case. 

" One of our lawyers, of whom there are 
five in the congregation, has been induced 
to throw down the weapons of rebellion. 
The conversion of Saul of Tarsus did not 
emte much more surprise in the land of 
Judea than this man^s conversion does in 
this section of New England. He was not 
only infidel, but blasphemous in his senti- 
ments. He is a man of a powerful mind 
and of a ready utterance, and did more busi- 
ness than any barrister in the State of New 
K^mpshire. He is indeed a convert. *^ Be- 
hold be prayeth r Yes ! more fervent, full, 

o 
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impressive prayers, I never heard from the 
mouth of man. His open recantation of 
his infidel, universal, unitarian sentiments, 
is decisive. He is present at every meeting 
within his reach, and his whole famuy ; and al- 
ways bears the most decided testimony to the 
truth. We have one meeting whicn is un- 
usually interesting. It is held during the 
interval of public worship, on the LonTs 
day, in the meeting house. I introduced it 
many years ago, to prevent idle conversi^ 
tion, as many of the people are &r from 
home. I do not leave the house, nor taste 
food, till the close of pubUc worship. Of 
late, three-fourths of the congregation taziT 
during the interval, and truly we find it 
good for us to be there. Not only this dis- 
tinguished speaker takes a part in the de- 
votional exercises, but many others. Sab- 
bath evening meetings and Sabbath schook 
are held in the different neighbourhoodsy 
and are conducted whether I am present or 
not. Beside the Sabbath exercises, we have 
devotional meetings every day in the weA 
in some part of the congregation. At these 
meetings our young converts speak freely, 
and with astonishing effect. 

We read that there is joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth. I write these 
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things to you, that yourself and other be- 
lievers around you may rejoice with us for 
what God is doing among this people. 
Now this is but a small part of the doings 
of the divine Majesty in this country. The 
word of God has free course and is glorifi- 
ed. Refreshing showers of grace are falling 
most plentifully in hundreds of places 
throughout the United States. In these 
dispensations of grace the divine Spirit pays 
no regard to little sectarian divisions. The 
various denominations of evangelical Chris- 
tians are equally favoured. An era of bet- 
ter feeling is commencing. Bitter contro- 
versial divinity is removing from our pul- 
pits, and the prevailing motto is, * Peace 
on earth, and good wiU to men.' — ^Yours 
most affectionately, fee.'' 

An account is published by the Presby- 
tery of Oneida, of a revival which occurred 
in the congregations within its bounds, in 
1826, in which about three thousand had 
^ven evidence of conversion to God. From 
this one or two extracts follow. 

" In this revival there has been less ap- 
pearance of mere sympathy and excitement 
of the passions, unaccompanied with con- 
viction of sin^ than usual. Most of the 
feeling, and the strongest feeling, which 
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sinners have manifested, has arisen from the 
lashes of an accusing conscience. So far as 
this cliaracteristic of the revival is owing to 
means, we believe it has been to the fact, 
that Christians have prayed much for the 
convicting and sanctifying influence of the 
Spirit, and that ministers have constantly 
pressed the consciences of sinners with those 
truths which show them their guilt, and 
their immediate duty to repent and believe. 
The whole man has been addressed — ^his 
understanding, his conscience, and his affec- 
tions. The general strain of preaching has 
been far from what is usually denominated 
declamatory ; and it has been equally far 
from what is styled, by the gay, the flip- 
pant, and the superficial part of the com- 
munity, oratorical and popular. There is 
a style of preaching, under which such hear- 
ers will/ecZ strongly^ and love to feel ; and 
under which they may even weep, as they 
would over a favourite novel ; and from 
which they will retire, delighted with the 
powers of the speaker, and the beauties of 
his composition. But such is not the preach- 
ing:, under which sinners have been pricked 
in their hearts, and led to cry out — * Men 
and brethren, what shall we do ?' 
<< I'his revival has been characterised by 
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m remarkable spirit of prayer. Often has 
it been said — ^ Christians pray as they have 
never prayed before.^ Many have been in 
deep distress, and felt what it was to tra-^ 
vaii in Urth for souls. With this burden 
pressing upon their hearts, they have cried 
to God for help, feeling they could not let 
him go without a blessing ; and where Chris* 
tians have been united and persevering in 
their supplications, astonishing, and in some 
instances, overwhelming influences of the 
Spirit have been witnessed. So great, and 
80 general has been the excitement, that 
irorldly business was in a considerable de- 
gree suspended, and religion was the com- 
mon topic of conversation in all companies 
and in all places. 

^^ Unusual strength of faith in the pro- 
mises and threatenings of God has been 
manifested in many of our churches. Chris- 
tians have not only assented to the testimo- 
ny of God, that there is a heaven and a 
hell ; but they have seemed, in many in- 
stances, to have such a spiritual conception 
of these amazing truths, and others con- 
nected with them, that they have rejoiced 
with trembling. With the eye of faith 
open upon the eternal world, they have laid 
hold of the arm of the Lord^ with a grasp 

3 
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which seemed to say — It ia a ctue of iife 
and death with our friends and neigh^ 
hours ; we cannot he denied. They have 
not been denied. The ear of the Lord was 
^ open unto their prayer/ and ^ his arm 
brought salvation.^ 

^^ Much opposition has been made to this 
revival. This appears from the narrative. 
But the half is not told, and for the hon- 
our of the county, we think, ought not to 
be told. False reports have been circulat- 
ed. Gross misrepresentations have been 
made of the preaching, and other means 
which have been employed to promote the 
work. Prejudices have thus been excited 
in the minds of some who are doubtless the 
friends of religion, but who have not been 
in circumstances favourable to judging for 
themselves. It is not to be expected, that 
men actuated by the best motives, and pur- 
suing with hallowed zeal the most noble 
objects, should act with perfect wisdom and 
discretion. But from the published ac- 
counts, and from personal observation, the 
committee feel warranted in saying, that mi- 
nisters and churches have exhibited as much 
sound wisdom and discretion, as has ever 
been exhibited in any revival of which they 
have any knowledge. Yea, we believe thali 
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there has been an unusual spirit of prayer 
to God for that wisdom which is profitable 
to direct. 

*^ It would savour of weakness and spi- 
ritual pride in our churches, to justify eve- 
ry thing which has been said and done, in 
pubUc and private, by the friends of the re- 
vival. But we believe it a duty we owe to 
the cause of truth, to say, that most of the 
opposition has been excited by that preach- 
ing, and those means, which have met the 
approbation of the great Head of the church. 
Indiscretions, real or apparent, are the only 
things which have given most of the oppos- 
ers any pleasure. Their consciences, could 
they speak, would tell the world, that nine- 
ty-nine hundredths of all the stir they have 
made, has originated from a naked exhibi- 
tion of gospel truth, and from the agoniz- 
ing prayers and faithful exertions of the 
1>eopIe of God for the salvation of their fel- 
ow-men.'' 

In speakmg of a revival in New Eng- 
land, which occurred during his life-time, 
President Edwards expresses himself as 
follows. 

^^ Is it not strange that in a Christian 
country, and such a land of Ught as this is^ 
there are many at a loss to conclude whose 
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woik this is, whether the woric of God, or 
the work of the devil ? Is it not a shame 
to New England that such a work should 
be much doubted of here?.. ^... We need 
not say, Who shall ascend into heaven, to 
bring us down something whereby to judge 
of this work ? Nor does God send us be- 
yond the seas, nor into past ages, to obtain 
a rule that shall determine and satisfy us : 
but we have a rule near at hand, a sacred 
book that God himself has put into our 
hands, with clear and infallible marks, suf- 
ficient to resolve us in things of tins na- 
ture ; which book I think we must i^ect, 
not only in some particular passages, but in 
the substance of it, if we reject such a work 
as has now been described, as not being the 
work of God. The whole tenour of the 
gospel proves it ; all the notion of religion 
that the Scripture gives us confirms it.*"— 
Worksj vol. vi. p. 35. 

The same opinion respecting revivals has 
been formed by Christian ministers in this 
country, whose character entitles their judg- 
ment to the highest respect. We quote 
from two letters, one by Mr James, of Bir- 
mingham, the other by Mr fiurder, of 
Hackney. 

^^ Let U8 divest our mivid^ says the first. 
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" of all that prejudice against the thing it- 
self which may have been produced by the 
noisy and disorderly scenes with which sup> 
posed revivals have been attended amongst 
certain persons in this country. Unhappily 
the practices of some injudicious and ill- 
taught professors of religion, have brought an 
ill savour upon the very name of Revival. 
We must distinguish, however, between the 
thing and the abuse of it. What is a re- 
vival ? The work of the Holy Spirit car- 
ried on to a greater extent than usual, in 
the conversion of sinners, and the edifica- 
tion of believers. Who should allow him- 
self to look with indifference, much less 
with prejudice, on such a work as this ? 

'* Let us court a revival. Let our minds 
be drawn to the subject. Let it engage our 
thoughts, our feelings, our conversation. 
If we would experience it, we must intense- 
ly long for it : our desires must be wrought 
up to a very high pitch ; and, in order to 
this, we must be sensible that we need it. 

" We must then take proper steps to 06- 
tain it. The first of these is a willingness 
to endure the sneers and discouraging in- 
fluence, not only of the world, but of false 
brethren, of worldly-minded, lukewarm, fa- 
shionable professors. We must brace up 
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our mind to the purpose of enduring the 
charge of enthusiasm, fanaticism, and af- 
fected sanctity. In most churches there 
are some who would think such awakenings 
unnecessary, and condemn all attempts to 
pn>cure them as visionarjr. Seasons of ha- 
miliation and prayer, with fasting, should 
be set apart. Ministers must begin the 
work in their own souls ; and from an ex- 
perimental acquaintance with the subject, 
converse about it in all their private inter- 
course with their friends. Meetings should 
be appointed by them, for the purpose of 
conversing with those who are under reli- 
gious concern. Domiciliary visits should 
be paid by them to the houses of their flocks, 
to inspect the state of the souls committed 
to their care. And all associated bodies of 
ministers and Christians throughout the 
kingdom, should take up the matter and as- 
sist each other.* " 

" Let it be conceded,'' says Mr Burder, 
" that there may have been instances of strong 
convictions of sin and great alarms of con- 
science, which have not issued in true conver- 
sion ; that there may have been instances of 
false and spurious zeal, of delusive and enthu- 
siastic excitement ; and that there may have 
been instances of the adoption of unwise and 
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unscriptural methods of procedure, during th« 
progress of a revival : — still, this concession 
will not invalidate the evidence of a great 
and glorious work, which proclaims the 9h 
gency of the Omnipotent Spirit. What mi- 
nister of Christ, what man of God, is there, 
who does not ardently desire to be favoured 
with such a revival, in the circle of his own 
religious connexions, as Mr Dickinson de- 
scribes ? Are we not accustomed to esti- 
mate ministerial success by such instances 
of conversion ? Now, if it be the occasion 
of heartfelt thankfulness, when a few indi- 
viduals are brought to repentance ; what 
cause must there be of ecstatic joy, when 
the number of conversions is as great in the 
apace of a few weeks or months, as would 
gladden the heart of a devoted minister, had 
they been the result of his pastoral labours 
in the course of as many years, or even of 
the entire career of his ministry ? These 
revivals of religion have been now app». 
rent in different parts of the United States 
for several years ; and it is the testimony of 
many wise and enlightened men, who have 
Imd the best opportunities of information, 
that the greater number of those who have 
appeared at such periods to be truly con- 
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the practical and transfonning influence of 
the gospel of Christ, and to adorn the doc- 
trine of their God and Saviour. In this we 
greatly rejoice, ' yea, and will rejoice."* " 

It IS of the utmost importance to attend 
to the methods employed in the American 
churches in promoting such religious awaken- 
ings. These do not consist in an attention to 
any one part of pastoral or Christian duty, 
but in the earnest application of the Tarious 
means attaching to the pastoral office and 
Christian institutions. We transcribe the 
account given by the same presbytery of 
sucli parts of the instrumentality employed 
as are most applicable to our circumstances 
in this country. 

" Seasons of fasting and prayer. In 
most, if not all, the societies which have 
shared in this work of grace, days have 
been set apart for the special object of pray- 
ing for the influences of the Spirit, to hum- 
ble and sanctify the professed disciples of 
Christ, and to convert sinners. The bless- 
ing of God on such seasons has been most 
apparent, where Christians have looked 
forward to them with interest, and made 
them a subject of prayer. 

" Church discipline. This has tended to 
humble churches, and to alarm the impeni- 
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tent. Discipline, judiciously administered, 
has been found a powerful method of en- 
forcing some of the truths of the gospel. 
Many are hardened in unbelief by the ir- 
regular lives of professors. When such 
are led to repent and confess their sins, or 
are excluded &om the church, one of the 
objections is removed, with which sinners 
often successfully ward off the sword of the 
Spirit pointed at their heart. 

" Visiting from house to house. This 
has been done extensively. These visits 
have been strictly religious. Every mem- 
ber of the family, capable of receiving in- 
struction, has been addressed, and such 
visits have usually been closed with prayer, 
adapted to the character and circumstances 
of the different members of the family. By 
such visits, many have been addressed who 
could be addressed no where else, and who 
were thus brought to attend on the usual 
means of grace ; cold professors have been 
roused, and many careless sinners awaken- 
ed. 

'^ Preaching the gospel, its doctrines and 
precepts, its promises- and threatenings, 
with great plainness and earnestness. 
Every class of people have been addressed 
with truths adapted to their character. — 
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Churchfif have beat. Tcnrovei iB'Aft , 
poiiited nuomer, for tmir lnWwranimiMii 
their pride, and worldlineasy and "*V*i* 
They AaTe been urged as strood? Iq tppcal 
and humble themsdTes before- ^Mly-aaAa 
nuMt rebellious sinners. This plam and 
fiuthful ^^plicadon of divine trutb ^to fkm 
churches, while it has nvoduoed * gMl 
8earcbin|ps of heart, and lea some ta i3ia»* 
don their hones, has in several caws malb^ 
ed greater alarm amons sinners thani»dU 
rect address. While Christians, ham vnjT- 
ed with more faith than usual, sunalBn 
have aLw preached with more faiik thn 
heretofore.^ 
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^^ Avoiding disputes upon minor points, 
C«re has been taken to guard Christians 
against all sectarian feelings. In some in- 
stances injury has been done ; but we be- 
lieve that the churches generally have done 
less to grieve the Spirit, by any improper 
ccmduct in this respect, than is common in 
revivals. Indeed we may say, that, with 
few exceptions, churches of different names 
have felt and manifested more solicitude to 
make converts than proselytes. 

** Urging awakened sinners to imme^ 
diate repentance and reconciliation to 
God. No excuse, on account of human 
depravity, or human dependence and divine 
agency has been allowed. To all such ob- 
jections, a " thus saith the Lord,'' has been 
the reply. Where instruction was needed, 
the nature and reasonableness of these du- 
ties have been fully pointed out. If the 
impenitent have still pleaded any excuse, 
they have been told that the controversy 
was between them and God, and with him 
they must settle it. The effect of this mode 
of address, generally, has been, that con- 
viction has increased, until the sinner has 
surrendered himself into the hands of a ho- 
ly, sovereign, and merciful God. 

^^ The visits of ministers, professors, and 
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Others, where revivals had commenced, have 
had a powerful effect in extending the work. 
Ministers and private Christians have thus 
been refreshed. When they returned home, 
they have told others, and exhorted their 
brethren to awake. Sinners have, in many 
cases, returned, rejoicing in hope, or deep- 
ly convicted. Thus the holy fire has spread 
and blazed in every direction. 

" United^ agonizing^ persevering pray- 
er. This has evidently been one of the 
principal means, which God has blessed, in 
originating and extending this work of grace. 
The promises of God, made to prayer, have 
been frequently presented ; and Christians, 
encouraged by these promises, have wrest- 
led with the God of Jacob, in public pray- 
er-meetings, and in the family, and the 
closet. Prayer-meetings have been numer- 
ous and frequent in most of the churches. 
Small circles for prayer have been held by 
Christians, where both sexes have engaged 
in this duty, and where individuals have 
often been made the subjects of special 
prayer. In these little circles, Christians 
have enjoyed the presence of God, and have 
had great freedom and boldness in approach- 
ing the throne of grace. Never have our 
churches generally appeared to entertain so 
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delightful and exalted ideas of God, as the 
hearer of the prayer of faith. 

'^ The instructions given in Sabbath 
schools and Bible classes have been emin- 
ently blessed. A large number of those 
who belong to our Sabbath schools give 
satisfactory evidence of piety. Superinten- 
dents and teachers have in many cases been 
the honoured instruments of tneir conver- 
sion. In several instances, most of the 
members of Bible classes have become con- 
verts, and promise to be among the most 
stable and valuable members of our church- 
es." 

The Committee of the presbytery suggest 
the following among other advices, with a 
view to maintaining and increasing the spi- 
rit of religion in churches. 

^^ The difficulty is not so much the want 
of knowledge in ministers and churches as 
to the best means of doing good, as the want 
of a disposition to use them. This is the 
formidable obstacle, after all, which lies in 
the way of the rapid progress of religion 
throughout Christendom, and of the conver- 
sion of the world. Though the best mea- 
sures may be pursued, yet if ministers and 
churches have not some of that holy energy 
which springs Trcnn faith, nothing will be 
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done to any purpose. A cold unbelieving 
heart will suggest a thousand difficulties, 
and convert molehills into mountains. How 
often do Presbyteries and Synods, and other 
ecclesiastical bodies, recommend and pub- 
lish measures for promoting religion, which, 
however wise, fail of doing much good, be- 
cause ministers and churches have not the 
zeal and the perseverance necessary to carry 
them into effect ! Had every minister the 
courage of a Luther, the perseverance of a 
Howard, and the activity of a Whitefield, 
with half a dozen kindred spirits in their 
churches, Satan himself would tremble be- 
fore them, and the gates of hell would give 
way. But the misery is, the faith necessa- 
ry to produce such resolute spirits is want- 
ing; and after a few efforts, and a little 
success, ministers and churches turn off 
their eyes from heaven and hell, cease to 
Usten to the dread commands of heaven^s 
King, put off their armour, sit down at ease, 
talk about the revival, boast of what they 
have done, then yawn, and fall asleep."— 
" Let those of us who have been put into 
the ministry, strive to be, in deed and in 
truth, men of prayer. If the command, 
* Pray without ceasing,' be obligatory on 
all^ it is emphatically so on a minister of the 
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gospel. He needs, aboTe all men, to be, 
^ full of faith and the Holy Ghost ;** and 
how shall he become such, except by seeking 
the influences of the Spirit in agonizing and 
persevering prayer? The most emment 
saints whose names are recorded in Scrip- 
ture, and those ministers who have been 
distinguished for usefulness in every age of 
the church, have been praying men. A 
well known maxim of Luther was, ^ Bene 
orasse est bene stvduiase^ This maxim 
might with equal truth be extended. The 
minister who is faithful in his closet, will be 
faithful, not only in his study, but in the 
pulpit, in his parochial visits, and in all the 
various duties of his office. We would ap- 
peal to your own experience, brethren, whe- 
ther you have not been most faithful in the 
discharge of every duty, when you have 
been most careful to cnerish and cultivate 
a devotional frame of mind P Did ministers 
in general spend five hours in communion 
with God, where they spend one, the church 
of Christ would be far more benefited by 
their labours. It is in the closet, while ear- 
nestly pleading for spiritual illumination, 
that the minister of the gospel is taught the 
value of God^s eternal smile, and the worth 
of the souls committed to his care. It is 
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here that he is endued with that holy bold- 
ness and self-denial, so essential to his use- 
ftilness. It is here that he sees his own 
weakness, and learns to trust in God alone 
for strength, and fear no evil.* " 

*^ Frequent ministerial visitation is essen- 
tial to sustaining and increasing religion in 
our churches. We have seen the effects of 
visiting firom house to house in this revival ; 
and we rarely read an account of a revival 
which did not originate from such visits. 
When revivals begin to decline, ministers 
are in great danger of neglecting this duty. 
Let us, brethren, guard against such ne- 
glect. It is as important now as ever. 
Converts need our counsel. Their growth 
in grace is as intimately connected with the 
glory of God as their conversion. One 
cause why many baekslide is, that ministers 
and influential members neglect to watch 
over them according to their covenant en- 
gagettients. It is a great mistake to sup- 
pose that the plants of righteousness are 
like tares, in the great field of nature, and 
will grow and thrive without cultivation. 
How m^ny old professors, who go into plac- 
es where they enjoy few religious advantag- 
es, become cold, conformed to the world, 
and at length are even ashamed to have it 
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lown that they were ever numbered with 
e children of God. And are we to ex- 
ct that mere babes in Christ Jesus may 
neglected without injury ? It is the im- 
rious duty of ministers to feed these babes 
Christ with knowledge, and by affection- 
3 coimsel encourage them to perseverance. 
'ith an eye of compassion fixed on them, 
!6us says to us, brethren, * Lovest thou 
3 P^ Answer him, and forget not his direc- 
ms. By visiting from house to house, a 
«tor becomes intimately acquainted with 
e spiritual wants of his flock, and his pub- 
instructions are more appropriate. Mu* 
al friendship is promoted. A minister 
kes a deeper interest in his people. He 
caches with more pleasure to them, and 
ey are more attentive to his instruo- 
»ns. — — 

" We would urge the members of our 
urches to converse with their friends and 
ighbours on the subject of religion. There 
a remarkable backwardness extensively 
evalent among Christians on this subject, 
professor of religion will live for years on 
timate terms with an impenitent neighbour, 
Qverse freely with him about all his worldly 
ncems, and never open his mouth to him 
»on the momentous concerns of his soul. 
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Why is this ? If his neighbour were in | 
danger of losing his property, and such pro- 
fessor, foreseeing the evil, should neglect to 
give him timely notice, he would be r^aid- 
ed by the whole community as a cold-blood- 
ed monster. Is not much of the infidelity 
of the world to be ascribed to this sinful ne- 
glect on the part of professors of religion ? 
Men of the world are not fools. May they 
not often thus reason with themselves ? 
These professed Christians do not believe 
we are in danger of going to hell unless we 
repent and embrace the gospel. If they 
did, they would show their love to us, hy 
warning us of danger, and urging us to flee 
from the wrath to come. Let the members 
of our churches, as well as our ministers, 
take heed that the blood of souls be not re- 
quired at their hands, by neglecting to 

* warn the wicked from his way.** 

" Let all the private members of our 
churches be urged to a punctual perform- 
ance of moral duties, in their intercourse 
with each other and with the world. Let 
them be strictly honest in all their dealings, 
rather suffering wrong than doing wrong. 
Let them be careful never to violate their 
word. A professor should make it a mat- 
ter of conscience strictly to adhere to his 
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promises, and to be punctual in the pay- 
ment of his debts. He should be careful 
to avoid every thing like hypocrisy and de- 
ceit, yea, the * very appearance of evil,' in 
the business of this world. Never should 
he forget the golden rule, of doing to others 
as he would they should do unto himT* 

The question has been asked. May such 
revivals be expected in this country ? or is 
there something peculiar in the circumstan- 
ces of the American churches, which pre- 
vents us from drawing an inference from 
their case to ours ? To this, it occurs to the 
writer, the answer is, that the only difference 
exists in such circumstances as indispose 
Christians in this country to the use of the 
same means for producing revivals as their 
brethren in America employ : when that in* 
disposition shall be surmounted, the same 
success may be calculated upon. There 
are no reasons, within the limits of our know- 
ledge, which intimate that the difference ex- 
ists on the part of God, or is to be resolved 
into his sovereignty ; and no such reasons 
ought to be supposed, unless the same 
means on the part of man were fully resorted 
to and proved ineffectual. But there are 
many circumstances in which a difference on 
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our part may be traced. In this country, 
and especially, we fear it must be allowed, 
in this part of our island, there is more of 
the pride of intellect and worldly wisdom — 
more of the influence of habit and religious 
form — ^more of subservience to general^pin- 
ion — ^more of the refinement and indolence 
of an advanced stage of society — ^less of se- 
paration on the part of Christians from the 
world, and decision of religious profession — 
less discrimination of character in pubhc 
preaching — ^less of general impression in 
the minds of the unregenerate that they 
need to be bom again — -less natural ardour 
of temperament — ^less of the spirit of reli- 
gious freedom and enterprise — and no re- 
spect for revivals in consequence of national 
history and the recorded sentiments of cel- 
ebrated writers, but much of prejudice 
against them, as confined to certam enthu- 
siastic sects, and seen chiefly among the 
ruder orders of society. These circumstan- 
ces chiefly have occasioned a general impres- 
sion unfavourable to revivals, of which real 
Christians too generally participate. And 
this impression existing, it is a more diffi- 
cult matter to engage the people of God in 
that full and cordial concert in believing 
prayer for this object, and co-operation in 
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the use of other means which, we have 
Been, our American brethren so earnestly 
employ. Take an individual case : if one 
Christian, from imperfection of character, 
or constitutional temperament, or any other 
cause whatever, give himself less to pray- 
er and the use of spiritual means, he will 
receive less of that blessing from God which 
is connected with diligence in these. So in 
the case of social rehgion : if one body of 
Christians ask, with less faith and fervency 
than another, the increase from above, — ^in 
whatever cause the deficiency originates, 
the result must reasonably be expected to 
be that less is received from God. What 
is the conclusion from this? That we are 
to despair of seeing religion revived among 
us, and to let the work alone ? God for- 
bid ! Rather that, feeling the unspeakable 
importance of the object, we should contend 
more earnestly against theobstaclesintheway 
of obtaining it. We know where our strcngtn 
lies : is any thing too hard for the Lord ? 
Let every minister of the truth, let every 
private Christian, do what lies in his power 
to diffuse juster views of spiritual influence 
and of true religion, and to impress the 
minds of fellow Christians with the supreme 
importance of making full use of the means 
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of spiritual prosperity. Let eadi, in his own 
sphere of influence, however limited and 
humble, do what his hand finds to do, ear- 
nestly looking up to God for his blessing. 
In such efibrts the greatest events have ta£- 
en their rise ; from the humblest b^innings 
the greatest chanses have ever originate. 
At im events, to the extent in which we fol- 
low the will of the Lord, we may expect to 
experience a present blessing from our gra- 
cious Head ; and shall at last have it sakl 
to us, ^^ Thou hast been fiuthful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.'' 



EDIKBUROB : PRINTED BY J. RITCHIE, 
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